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New CIS Policy
Sends Scholarships
Abroad

NO MONEY for
WORK STUDY

by Jordan Frias '11
News Staff

Campus News

Feinstein Work Study
Funds Depleted,
Pay Checks Stopped
by Allison O'Connor '10
News Staff

Finances

This year has marked an
overwhelming demand for work
study positions at Providence
College. Despite the demand,
positions are no longer available,
through the Feinstein Institute
for Public Service as it is already
overstaffed for off-campus work
study positions for the spring 2010
semester.
Many students who
received work study financial aid
were previously allowed to complete
their work hours at off-campus sites,
such as St. Pius School.
"The amount [of money] budgeted
for off-campus work study is nearly
WORK STUDY /

SALINGER

REMEMBERED
The Catcher in the Rye author
influenced generations with
controversial novel.
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The Center for International
Studies has adopted a new policy
for study abroad participants.
The home school tuition policy
states that Providence College
institutional financial aid will
now be portable for study abroad
programs affiliated with the
College.
"Students will continue to
pay PC tuition when they study
abroad along with the study
abroad fee," said Adrian Beaulieu,
dean of International Studies.
Beaulieu believes that the
policy will solve major financial
issues that kept students from
studying abroad in the past.
"This now gives all PC students
equal opportunity and access
to study abroad, regardless of
financial means," he said. "As a
result, we hope and expect that
many more students will consider
including study abroad as part
of their undergraduate academic
experience at PC."
Matt Terry '12 said, "Kids
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PC TUITION INCREASES SINCE 2006

Incoming
Freshmen Face
15%Tuition Hike
by Devin Murphy '10
News Editor
CAMPUS NEWS

How much is a Catholic liberal arts
education worth? Depending on your
class year at Providence College it
could be more or less expensive.
The College has implemented two
new tuition increases which will take
effect next year. Enrolled students will
see a hike of four percent, which will
make tuition for the 2010-11 academic
year $33,610. The Class of 2014,
however, will have to pay almost 15
percent or $5,000 more than enrolled
students. Their tuition will be $38,610.
The tuition increase for incoming
freshmen is a "one-time adjustment."
"If we raised the price we
wanted it to affect the students
TUITION/Page
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Study Abroad Policy Changes
Are a Good First Step
Denise Miller of the Center for International Studies sent an
e-mail to the Providence College community last Tuesday to
outline changes to the current tuition and financial aid policy for
students choosing to study abroad. According to Miller's e-mail,
"The aim of the new tuition and financial aid policy is to make
study abroad accessible and affordable for all PC students."
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Accessibility to study abroad programs supports the mission
of the College, which strives to provide its students with the
tools necessary to live and work on a global scale. According
to the Mission Statement, "Providence College prepares its
students to be responsible and productive citizens to serve in
their own society and the greater world community."
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arts institution ought to take up. Until recently, however,
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community necessary to fulfill this goal. The changes made to
the current study abroad policy are aimed at changing this.
By allowing students to apply their need and merit-based
financial awards to study abroad programs, Providence College
is acknowledging the need for and value to an education that
extends beyond the gates of this campus. The changes in study
abroad policies reflect a commitment to the educational needs
of students and also indicate that dissatisfaction is heard and
taken seriously.
The new policy is a strong first step in making study abroad
a more viable option for students. It does not, however, solve all
of the problems that exist in the system. There are still a great
many hoops through which students spending a semester or
year abroad must jump. These include securing on-campus
housing, and difficulties in the transfer of academic credits.
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Although there are changes still to be made, the campus
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benefits will be widespread, and continue to support the
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Student Congress Discusses Curriculum
by Valerie Ferdon '12
Asst. News Editor
Student Congress
Student Congress
convened
on Feb. 2 to discuss proposed
changes to the core curriculum at
Providence College.
Members of Congress have been
working closely with the Academic
Affairs committee on Faculty Senate
to devise a new curriculum that
will add more depth to students'
education. Megan Bennett '10 gave
the presentation.
As of now, there have been

courses that fulfill the requirement.
There would only be three credits
required in the area of social
science, and Development of
Western Civilization would be
dropped from the current 20 credits
to 12 credits.
In the Cluster model, in addition
to the Foundation, students would
be required to take a three course
thematic "cluster." These clusters
would generally consist of three to
five courses that address a theme,
and would be drawn from at least
two departments or programs. The
cluster of courses would be offered

THEY STILL HAVE PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY AS
SIX HOURS...THAT IS NEVER GOING TO CHANGE.
two different models proposed
for the core curriculum: the
Thematic Cluster Option and
the Concentration Option. Both
of these models incorporate the
same Foundation courses. The
Foundation is composed of the
traditional six credits of philosophy
and theology and three credits of
fine art.
"They still have philosophy and
theology as six hours. I couldn't fight
that, guys, I know a lot of people
wanted less hours, but it is a part of our
school that is never going to change,"
said Bennett.
There is, however, a change
in the mathematics requirement,
as it will be called quantitative
reasoning. Students would be able
to fulfill this by taking statistics,
or one of the current mathematics

over the course of one academic
year, most likely during a student's
sophomore year.
Example clusters were presented
to Congress members. One was
a cluster of American Art and
Culture. Possible courses would be
American Art, Music in the U.S.,
American Literature 1865-1914,
History of the U.S. 1885-1900, and
Intro to American Studies. Students
would choose three courses to
fulfill their cluster. Students will
be allowed to construct their own
cluster and have it approved if they
do not choose to select their cluster
from the College's list.
In the Concentration option,
students would be required to
complete
the
aforementioned
Foundation and then select an area of
concentration outside of their major.

The concentrations would consist
of six credits in areas such as social
science, natural science, fine arts,
quantitative reasoning, or language.
"The exciting thing about
concentrations is that it introduces
foreign language as a part of our
core curriculum without it being
mandatory for everyone. One of
the problems we ran into two years
ago [when the curriculum was
being debated] was that half of
the students wanted language to
be required, however, half of the
students said they chose to come
to PC over other schools because of
the fact that we did not require a
language," said Bennett.
The Cluster and Concentrations
models each incorporate a Learning
Proficiencies requirement. While
each student will have to take courses
with the following designations,
there are no extra hours required.

Students must take two courses
designated Writing Intensive, and
one course each designated Oral
Communicative, Global Awareness,
and Civic Engagement.
"I know there is a lot of
controversy behind the Learning
Proficiencies requirement, because
people think of it as a bunch of
extra classes. They actually require
no additional classes, but will be
incorporated into core classes and
classes for your major. Right now,
as it stands, you could probably
fulfill three of them with one class.
The breakdown of what classes will
qualify for each proficiency will be
decided by the dean at a later date,"
said Bennett.
Student Congress will continue to
present the progress being made by
Faculty Senate in the designing of a
new core curriculum.

Corrections and Clarifications
In the Dec. 10 article, "Youth for Western Civilization Defeated," the
vote should have read 36-5 against YWC's institution as a club.

The Jan. 28 article, "YWC Dispute Continues in Congress" was incorrect
in stating that Student Congress would be making a formal decision
about taking legal action against YWC. In actuality, this was a point of
discussion, not official legislation.

Girl Scout Cookies for PC ROTC Grads
by Meghan Conway '12
News Staff

Campus News
At the start of the semester Carissa
Carey '10 kicked off a fundraiser
for the Providence College Alumni
currently completing their service
in the United States Army. Carey is
currently partnered with Girl Scout
Troop 63 of Providence, her charity,
to donate Girl Scout cookies to the PC
ROTC graduates.
Since Jan. 18, Carey has been
collecting donations and asking for

planning to contribute by collecting
donations at 'Things for Thursday' and
in the SAIL Office. In addition, several
resident assistants will be collecting
donations for the fundraiser as service
programs in their dorms.
"Going into this on my own I knew
it was going to be a big job, so getting
the positive reaction that I did from
the Girl Scouts, ROTC, SAIL, and
Residence Life was awesome," said
Carey. "The fact that everyone was
so willing to help and be behind this
means a lot and I'm really thankful for
all their support."
Campus Ministry's Children's
Outreach is sponsoring the fundraiser.
Carey plans to purchase the cookies at

I WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT I CAN SEND OVER A BIG
BOX OF ALL DIFFERENT COOKIES FOR OUR ALUMNI.
people to order cookies for the eight
men and women serving. She plans
to continue doing so until Feb 28.
While Carey hopes her fundraiser will
motivate the PC community to support
her fellow Friars, her inspiration hits
much closer to home.
"With my younger brother
preparing to deploy to Afghanistan
this summer and my cousin in the
Special Forces, I felt like I wanted
to do something for our troops,
but I thought it was important to
do something for PC too," said
Carey. "When my cousin was in
Iraq his sister started a Girl Scout
cookie fundraiser in Atlanta, and I
thought I would give it a try here."
As of now, about $300 has been
raised. The Girl Scout Troop collections
is supported at PC sporting events
as well as by the continuous support
of the ROTC program. SAIL is also

the end of the month and ship them to
Iraq, Germany, and Cuba, where eight
PC alumni are currently serving.
"I want to make sure that I can send
over a big box of all different cookies
for our alum[ni] to enjoy and also
share with the rest of their platoons,"
said Carey.
An elementary/special education
major, Carey is currently student
teaching at Elizabeth Baldwin
Elementary School in Pawtucket, R.I.
She is conducting a letter-writing
unit with her second graders and
plans on having them write letters
to the PC alumni overseas to go
along with the cookies. Carey hopes
to continue with her fundraising
efforts to support the troops after
she graduates from the College and
begins her career as an educator.
"I would like to do something like
this wherever I start my career," said

MATT LONGOBARDI '10/THE COWL

Carissa Carey ’10 has already raised $300 for PC Alumni who are serving in the armed forces. She
has been working with Girl Scout Troop 63 of Providence.

Carey. "I want to incorporate the letter
writing to soldiers in all my classrooms
and remain connected with the Army in
some way. All the people I know who
have served or are serving love to hear
from home and this is why it's important
for us to show them we care."
Carey feels strongly that the PC
alumni serving our country know
that Providence College supports
them. Donating Girl Scout Cookies

is one way the community can
show appreciation.
"As young adults we are very
aware of the war going on and of
the men and women serving," said
Carey. "As these Friars graduate
and go on to serve our country it's
important that the PC community
remain connected with them and
pray for their safe return."
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Johnson Comes to PC after Four Years at Augustana
by Maxwell Kravitz '12
News Staff

Featured Teacher

Jeffrey A. Johnson, Ph.D., has been
fascinated "with presidents, wars and
random facts" since childhood. It was
this fascination and infatuation that
brought him to the Department of
History here at Providence College.
"I am fortunate to be here,"
said Johnson. "Providence College
students are conscientious and are
willing to be challenged."
He is a first-year professor of
United States history, and has given
the transition into academic life at the
College two thumbs up.
Johnson's own education in history
started when he received his bachelor's
degree at Carroll College in Montana,
followed by his master's and doctorate
at Washington State University.
"Great professors yielded great
education," said Johnson. "My goal
was always to land at a small, churchrelated, liberal arts college... It was at
Carroll that I realized I wanted to teach
history for a career."
Johnson taught for four years at
Augustana College in Illinois before
joining the faculty at PC.
Prior to his own college and graduate
education Johnson attended many
different schools. His father was in the Air
Force, so he was always the "new kid" in
school. Having lived in New York, Alaska,
Oklahoma, and California, it has been
quite difficult for Johnson to define home.
His love of history still managed to

flourish despite the constant traveling.
"I have fond memories of my head
buried in a book during the long road
trips with my family."
Johnson eventually spent several
years on the West Coast.
"I spent my junior high and high
school years in Wyoming," Johnson said.
However, Johnson has a dream of
purchasing a home in Montana with
his fiancee Dena when the time is right.
For the moment, he is concentrating
on his history students.
"I like to think of history as a truly
universal major," he said. "History
students and majors develop and
strengthen applicable skills such as
thinking critically, reading analytically,
and writing well."
Johnson is particularly interested
in the history of the labor force in the
United States, and he has even written
a book on the Socialist Party.
"The experience of these workers
reflects the American experience,"
Johnson said. "It is the working class, the
nine-to-five work scheduled men and
women, who need to be appreciated."
Johnson has learned to appreciate
this notion from his father.
"The laborers and workers in the
labor force deserve more credit," he
said. "They work very hard."
Johnson has many other passions
besides history. He enjoys traveling,
movies, and playing his guitar.
When asked if he could choose
something else besides a career in
history, he was all smiles.
"What a question," he said. "I really
couldn't see myself doing anything
but history." He took a moment before

joking, "I guess I could try my luck
with a rock band."
Johnson considers himself "a pretty
devoted Radiohead fan."
"I have been able to see them in
concert a number of times," he said.
When he is not listening to Radiohead
or fulfilling his scholarly duties, Johnson
likes to catch up on his favorite shows.
"I recently bought a video iPod, and
now I love watching TV shows," he
said. "I spend a lot of time on airplanes
for conferences, personal travel, and
courses, and it gives me time to catch up
on shows like The Office and 30 Rock."
Johnson was humble in admitting
that he would not be half the man he
is today without his biggest influences
and supporters.
"Certainly my parents have always
been the biggest and most supportive
influences in my life," he said. "Also,
I had a cadre of wonderful professors
that inspired me in a myriad of way—
as both a teacher and a scholar."
He is also very thankful for his
friend, sidekick, and dog, Baines.
"As I type away at the computer,
he has been a rather dutiful sleeper,"
he joked.
A recent influence has been
Johnson's fiancee Dena, who has
been more than supportive in his
transition into the roles of professor,
scholar, and husband.
Johnson deems relationships and
"being comfortable" essential to
living up to expectations, aspirations,
and dreams. As a constant new kid
in school, he was able to meet many
influential people from all over the
United States, learning through

SARA SPIRITO ’111 THE COWL

Professor Jeffrey Johnson is a first-year
teacher of United States history. His enthusi
asm for history has been a part of his life since
childhood.

experience and practice.
"Being passionate inside and outside
of the classroom is how I see myself,"
he said. "Seeing my students every day
willing to learn is a great feeling."

SENIORS...LIFE'S NEXT CHAPTER IS ALMOST HERE
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ABROAD: New Policy May Double Participation
Current Applicants Can Postpone Study until Policy takes Effect
Continued from front page
shouldn't have to go away and pay
more than they do here. They should
be allowed to bring the money they are
already getting here with them [when
they study abroad]."
Before
the
policy
was
implemented, students were
required to pay the study abroad
fees associated with their program
of choice, but their aid provided
by PC was not portable. Now,
students will be able to use their
need-based financial aid and merit
scholarships overseas.
In the past, only aid issued from
outside the College could be used to
study abroad.
The change in policy has been
a work in progress. According to
Beaulieu, Rev. Brian J. Shanley,
O.P., president of Providence
College, the President's Cabinet,

abroad an equal opportunity for all.
In Oct. 2008, the College released
a strategic plan that called for such
revisions to be made. Of the four
pillars in the plan, Pillar Two called
for the improvement of academic
excellence for the institution. One
of the goals under that pillar was to
enhance study abroad participation
from 15 percent to an overall 30
percent. This would greatly increase
the number of students studying
abroad presently from 150 students
to nearly 300.
The policy was set to begin in
the fall of 2012, but the Center for
International Studies asked to have
it available for the current freshman
class. The policy will not take effect
until the 2011 academic year, but
those who applied for Study Abroad
this winter have the option of
deferring their acceptance until the
policy is put in place.

THE ISSUES WITH THE STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM
WERE BECOMING INCREASINGLY NOTICEABLE
and the Board of Trustees have
been working on this project
since April 2007. Beaulieu and
Shanley discussed the possibility
of adopting a more effective policy
that would allow the student body
to take full advantage of various
study abroad programs with
fewer hassles.
Mary Kate Champagne '12 said
that the new policy will give more
students a chance to study abroad
that have not yet. She believes
that the policy will make studying

Deferral forms are due by Friday,
Feb. 5, for those who were approved
to study abroad for the entire 2010-11
academic year or for the fall of 2010,
and by Friday, Feb. 19, for those who
plan to study in the spring of 2011.
The home school tuition policy
is similar to those used by private
liberal arts peer institutions like
Boston College, Fairfield University,
College of the Holy Cross, and
Villanova University.
Christopher P. Lydon, associate vice
president and dean of Admissions,

believes that the school will benefit
from this in many different ways.
Prospective students who are
looking to study at Providence
College will hopefully not be
swayed by competing institutions

Admissions is optimistic about
this change positively affecting
the number of students who will
choose Providence as their place for
undergraduate studies.
"Our policy was more restricted than

WE HOPE AND EXPECTTHAT MANY MORE STUDENTS
WILL CONSIDER INCLUDING STUDY ABROAD AS PART
OF THEIR UNDERGRADUATE EXPERIENCE AT PC
in terms of their study abroad
policies. This, Lydon believes,
could
increase
socioeconomic
and cultural diversity within the
incoming classes.
"When [Dean Beaulieu was]
asked about the study abroad
program [by prospective students],
he didn't have an answer he'd like
to give," Lydon said.
Among a variety of factors, many
high school seniors chose not to attend
Providence College because of the
financial burden that the study abroad
program created. Now students with
institutional scholarships can benefit
from the program's new policy.
This initiative to alter the
study abroad program came to
Shanley when Beaulieu arrived at
Providence College about two to
three years ago. Beaulieu wrote a
report to Senior Administration
proposing his idea for the Center
for
International
Studies
to
consider home school tuition
policies. To gain more support
on his end, Beaulieu presented
his thoughts to the Office of
Admissions which, Lydon says,
was in full support.

it was at other places," Lydon reported.
The College is now on an even
playing field in terms of competing
with
various
institutions
in
attracting a variety of students.
Early action students, who applied
to Providence College by Dec.
31, were aware of this change via
Internet. The school will advertise
this opportunity in upcoming
informational sessions for future
study abroad applicants.
According to Lydon, the issues
with the study abroad program
were
becoming
increasingly
noticeable for those interested
in study abroad up until now.
Beaulieu is proud that the two
major concerns that hindered
students from going abroad have
now been solved. Among these two
issues was the housing conflict that
most students encountered. Rather
than having to pay for room and
board when abroad, students have
the option of being placed by the
Office of Residence Life in a dorm
when they return to PC.

ou and your friends are invited to, "Slavin Celebration" for PC's Winter
Y
Family Weekend-2010!
Friday, February 5, 2010

8:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight
Slavin Celebration co-sponsored with Board of Programmers (BOP)
Slavin Center

STUDENTS get into the event FREE
***HOT BANDS, FORTUNE and SOHO and FREE FOOD!!!***

If you would like to join us, please email your name to the Office of College Events at colevent@ providence,
edu! All you have to do is come to Slavin and we'll have your name on a list —it's that easy!
For more information and a complete schedule of the weekend's events go to the College Events website at www.providence.edu/About+PC/College+Events/
Upperclass+Family+Weekend/
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Haiti Effort at PC Remains in Forefront
by Meghan Conway '12
News Staff

Haiti
Nearly one month of school
has passed since the devastating
earthquake took the lives of thousands
in Haiti. Project Haiti raised an
estimated $4,000 in the past month,
but the group hopes collaborative
initiatives will increase the amount of
donations to their goal of $10,000.
Their goal is based on an estimate of
each PC student donating only $2.50.
To help make this possible the Haiti
group split into three subcommittees:
entertainment,
education,
and
fundraising and donations.
The Entertainment committee
is in the midst of planning several
benefit concerts.
"Everyone who has something
to perform came up to me to help,"
said Jayo Macasaquit '11. "We could
not do one big concert incorporating
everything, so we decided to do a
series of concert fundraising."
The concerts are still in the
planning processes but may include
a capella, bands, comedy, and so
on. WDOM is also helping put on
a concert to help benefit Haiti. One
large event is the annual Swing
Night by SOAR with a large swing
band held at McPhail's on Feb. 17.
For those who do not know how to
swing, before the band begins to play
there will be an hour of swing lessons
put on by PC's unofficial ballroom
dance club. Tickets will not be sold,
but everyone is encouraged to bring
a donation no matter what amount.
Over the next two weeks various
groups are collaborating with Frey's
Florist on a fundraiser for Valentine's
Day. Different groups will be selling
and delivering flowers and chocolates.
The money made will be donated to
Forward in Health.
Other tentative events being
planned are a fundraiser at McPhail's
including deals on drinks and a
band, selling homemade granola,
a
three-versus-three
basketball
tournament, and a fundraiser at
UNO Chicago Grill. All of these

events are collaborations with groups
on campus ranging from Campus
Ministry to Friar Faithful and Student
Congress.
A more long-term event being
planned is a tag sale that would happen
at the end of the semester.
"Two seniors [Casey Kevorkian
and Hailey Johnson] are working on
what we hope to be a tag sale," said
Mary Bogan '11. "We will hopefully
have people in the off and on-campus
apartments sell things they would

children in Haiti. There will also be
a clothes drive. The group wants to
choose a specific orphanage to which
to donate.
Another event is based off of
an event that PC did last year
with MasterPiece. There was a
simulated "refugee camp" that
helped students experience what
it was like to be displaced. While
last year's focus was on Sudan, this
year the focus will be on Haiti. The
committee hopes to get a speaker

Fundraising Update

$3,781.57

WE DO NOT WANT THEM TO FADE AWAY.. .IT IS
GOING TO TAKE A LONG TIME FOR HAITI TO REBUILD
normally throw out, like rugs and
lamps. All the profits made would go
to Haiti relief efforts."
Not only would the profits go to
Haiti, but students who are planning
on moving off campus can get deals on
items they will need next year, creating
a win-win situation. The events are all
in hopes of raising money to Haiti's
various organizations and relief
efforts. Project Haiti feels students can
help directly by attending the events
and donating towards the cause.
"Considering how complex the
problem is, the solution is going
to be very long term," said Bogan.
"Seeing leaders continue their
initiatives could allow for PC to take
an active role in long-term relief
efforts. It has been very encouraging
to see clubs, individuals, and groups
collaborating together, taking a
proactive role. It highlights the
potential the school has."
To help keep students' minds and
hearts towards Haiti, the education
committee is planning on keeping
updates available to students.
There will be weekly updates
on
international and
national
involvement in Haiti relief efforts, as
well as PC's efforts. The committee
hopes to have updates in Lower
Slavin, Raymond Cafeteria, The Cowl,
and on each floor in the dormitories.
In addition to weekly updates the
committee is planning more specific
and personal ways students can help.
The committee is planning an event
where students can write letters to

that can expound on the situation
beyond the quake in Haiti.
"Basically we are focusing on three
events that will leave a lasting impact
on the campus spread throughout the
semester," said Victoria Ngare '11.
"We want people to give money to a
problem they are invested in which
means they need to know what is
going on."
A small subcommittee is helping
get students more invested in the
problem by setting a series of lectures.
*many events have not been
The first lecture is focused on how to
accounted for
keep faith through hard times. The
others are in the organization process,
but the committee has some big
ideas. One lecture will be focused on Caritas Haiti is a confederation
the scientific details of earthquakes.
of 162 Catholic relief,
Another lecture will be about the
development and social
different organizations in Haiti; which
service organizations
organizations are legitimate and which
to avoid. The committee wants to get
worldwide. Caritas Haiti was
organizations to come to PC so that
students can look for an organization created in 1975 by the Catholic
to which to give.
Bishops' Confederation of Haiti
One major focus for Project Haiti is to
to build a more solid and just
emphasize that Haiti is not in need solely
because they suffered an earthquake.
society in Haiti. Catholic Relief
"We want people to know it should
Services has worked closely
not take a quake for people to get
with Caritas Haiti over the
active," said Macasaquit. "We want
them to pay attention to other causes past 30years in implementing
and we do not want them to fade away,
because it is going to take a long time numerous emergency response
for Haiti to rebuild."
and development programs.
The subcommittees of Project Haiti
are working to organize more events
to benefit Haiti which will extend
throughout the semester and next year.
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TUITION: Median Among Competitor Schools
Continued from front page

who will be here the longest," said
Christopher Lydon, associate vice
president of Admissions.
The tuition increase will not be
finalized until after this week's Board
of Trustees meeting.
Student reactions around campus
upon hearing about the increases have
been tom.
"I think it seems pretty unfair, but I
do think PC is worth the money," said
Annie Laquidara '12. "But I'm not sure
people would realize that before they
come here."
The new pricing structure for
tuition has been under consideration
for two years.
Need-based
and
merit-based
scholarships will also be increasing in
proportion to the tuition increase. Two
new tiers of need-based scholarships
will be established next year.
"This process took 30 months to
come to fruition," said Lydon. "It was
certainly not a knee-jerk decision."
The new pricing system's initial
implementation was scheduled to
be announced last year, but due to
the economic collapse the College
postponed it.
Current freshmen are relieved that
they did not face such a steep increase.
"I'm glad I'm already in this school,"
said Brendan Collins '13. "It's kind of
tough for seniors in high school."
Although the Class of 2014 will have
a separate tuition increase it will not be
exempt from future tuition increases.

Incoming freshmen can expect tuition
increases between four and five
percent, like those of the past two
academic years, after their first year.
During the 2006-07 and 2007-08
academic years tuition increased eight
percent.
PC has not placed budget cuts on
academic programs.
"Through this recession we have
not made cuts to our academic
enterprises," said Lydon.
The tuition increases are expected
to help the College achieve five
goals: accreditation for the School of
Business, an expanded study abroad
program, optional increased course
loads for major/minor requirements
at no additional cost, an enhanced
fellowship
program,
and
new
programs from career services.
Students are in agreement that some
enhancements are in order.
"I think a few things might have to
improve for that price," said Lauren
Kent '13.
Prospective freshmen have been
made aware of the planned tuition
increase, and all of the information
was placed on the PC Web site on Jan.
4. All prospective students were also
notified via e-mail of the new pricing
system.
However, early action students were
not aware of the changes before they
applied to PC. The official notification
of the new pricing system came two
weeks before the early action deadline.
Thus far the increase does not seem
to be affecting the number or quality of

SPRING BREAK

JAMAICA

Spring Break comes to life...
Live Concerts
Awesome VIP Parties
Beautiful Beaches
Scenic Cliff Jumping
Spectacular Sunsets

Book Your Trip Today! Contact:

1.800.648.4849

www.ststravel.com

1.800.426.7710
TWO PRIME THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS FOR RENT
RIGHT NEXT TO COLLEGELARGE ROOMS,
EAT-IN KITCHEN W/ PANTRY, DOUBLE LIVING ROOM, HARDWOOD
FLOORS, PORCHES, STORAGE, PARKING, SAFE AREA, GIRLS
PREFERRED, WASHER & DRYER INCLUDED, NEGOTIABLE PRICE
51-53 HUXLEY AVE.,

AVAIABLE JUNE, 2010,

CALL RICHARD
401-826-1223 OR 401- 345-9332

applicants applying to the College. PC
has received just under 8,400 applicants
for the Class of 2014. Their high school
GPAs are consistent with those of past
classes, between a B+ and A-.
Even though the prospective
freshmen are of the same quality
as classes before them, Lydon says
it is always unpredictable, even in
good economic circumstances, if the
freshman class will be filled. As of
now the College is looking to fill a
larger class than it has in recent years.
Between 1,050 and 1,100 students are
expected to be accepted with a "robust
wait list." There are eight applicants
for every space available for freshmen
on campus.
More prospective students have
been admitted so far this year than
were at the same time last year.
"The early pool was a good indicator
for being off to a good start for the
Class of 2014," said Lydon.
Current students are less optimistic
about the chances of filling the
prospective freshman class.
"I think it'll affect if people decide
to come to this school," said Erica
Harrison '13. "It will be more of a
factor-the money."
Not all students share Harrison's
pessimism, but they still think that the
tuition increase will have some bearing
on prospective students' decisions.
"I don't think that it will have that
much of an effect unless they have
older siblings," said Kristen Polins '12.
"I think if they really want to go here,
they'll still go here."

The Class of 2014 will be paying
$38,610 in tuition, making PC's tuition
closer to many of its competitor schools
including Boston College, The College
of the Holy Cross, and Villanova
University. Boston College is the most
expensive of the competitor schools
with tuition at $38,530 for the 2009-2010
academic year. Loyola College is the
least expensive private Catholic school
at $36,510. Stonehill College is the least
expensive private competitor school.
"Of course it's worth it [to attend
PC]," said Harrison. "If they compare
it to other schools that are known for
being better schools than PC and it's
only a few thousand dollars more, then
they might go there."
According to Lydon, the Office
of Admissions has not received any
calls regarding the increase in tuition
which is out of the ordinary. Most calls
from prospective parents have been
concerning merit-based scholarships.
There has been a trickle of calls
concerning tuition, not a flood.
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WORK STUDY: Students Angry Over Job Losses
Continued from front page
depleted," said Raymond L. Sickinger,
chair of the Feinstein Institute for
Public Service.
As a result, no more student workers
will be accepted for off-campus positions,

and I was able to learn a lot working
with a teacher at St. Pius and help her
out, so it was a win-win situation,"
she said.
Mike Killoy '10 found an internship
last semester that he was able to use for
work study experience.

THERE WEREN'T JOBS ON CAMPUS AND I WAS ABLE TO
LEARN A LOT WORKING WITH A TEACHER AT ST. PIUS.
and no more pay will be available to
those who are already staffed.
"Any student who has worked for
two or less pay periods during the fall
semester will no longer be allowed
to work off campus in the spring of
2010," Sickinger said.
The changes are due to pressing
budget concerns, which may also
cause a reduction in the number of
work study awards that students
will receive.
"Students who have been engaged
in off-campus work study will only be
able to work off campus for a very little
period this spring semester because
there is only a small amount left in
the off-campus work study budget,"
Sickinger said last week.
The budget depletion is due to a
larger number of students partaking
in work study and obtaining offcampus positions during the fall
2009 semester.
One student, Ellen Dupuis '10,
described her situation last semester.
"There weren't jobs on campus

"I did not know off-campus work
study qualified until I already had
the job, so it was a definite plus," said
Killoy.
Originally, he was intending to work
at his internship at the Public Defenders
Office only a half day a week.
"But I ended up working about 12
hours because it was work study," he said.
Unfortunately, many students are
not having such luck now.
Apparently there were numerous
situations like Killoy's, which may have
contributed to the budget depletion.
"Normally we have some 50 to
60 students who are interested in
doing off-campus [work], but that
number was larger this year because
the person responsible for processing
application forms accepted too many
for off-campus work study," said
Sickinger.
The Office of Financial Aid
determines a student's eligibility for
a work study award and the given
amount to be received. If a student is
interested in fulfilling his or her award

at an off-campus location rather than
on campus, the position is overseen by
the Feinstein Institute.
"The College provides the Institute
with a significant budget amount...
approximately 82 percent of the budget
for off-campus work study has been
spent to date," said Sickinger. "In the
future we will have to limit the number
who work off campus so that this
situation does not occur again."
The work study changes only affect
those with off-campus positions. A
possibility still exists for acquiring an
on-campus awarded job. Information
on the availability of such positions
can be obtained through the Office of
Financial Aid.
On Monday, Feb. 1, the Feinstein
Institute for Public Service sent out
an additional e-mail which stated,
"It is with great regret that we have
to inform you that The Feinstein
Institute Off Campus Work Study
Budget has now been nearly
depleted." According to the e-mail,
the last day for all students to earn
money for time spent at off-campus
locations is now Tuesday, Feb. 10.
"No one may work off campus
for pay after February 10th, 2010,
and any time sheet turned in after
Friday, February 12th, will not be
honored or processed," Sickinger
wrote in the e-mail.
Many students were outraged when
they learned of the additional changes.
"I was extremely upset when I
received the e-mail today because

this job is my only source of income
when I am at school, and finding a
replacement job is going to be very
difficult," said Casey Doyle '10.
Doyle has been working at St.
Patrick's Academy on Smith Street for
the past two and a half years, and noted
that off-campus study serves as an
invaluable resource for the community.
"It is really sad that our community
has let us down when so many students
depend on these jobs and may now face
financial struggles," said Doyle.
Given the tough financial times,
students relying on income from work
study positions are frustrated that
their paid positions have been taken
away from them with little notice.
"Realistically how many jobs
do they think are left on campus?"
asked a frustrated Doyle. "I know
of very few off-campus businesses
who would like to hire a student who
will only be here for another three
months," she said.
Not only have the students been
let down, but the local community
will also suffer a loss of the much
needed help that PC off-campus
work study students were able to
provide them.
"When I have to inform my boss
about this, I know she is going to
lose it, as they are a private Catholic
school with very little money to
pay their teachers, let alone hire
the extra help they need that we
have provided as student workers,"
Doyle said.
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Obama Proposes $3.8Trillion Budget for 2011
by Jenny Arvanaghi '10
World Editor

United States

On Monday, Feb. 1, President
Barack Obama proposed a $3.8 trillion
budget for fiscal 2011, which begins
Oct. 1, 2010. According to The Wall
Street Journal, the deficit for this year
will surge to a record-breaking $1.56
trillion, topping last years' deficit of
$1.41 trillion. The plan will be greater
than last year's due to a proposed jobs
package, which would cost $76 billion
through 2015. This plan includes big
increases in personal and business
taxes, modest spending cuts, and
increased outlays for education,
defense, and jobs initiatives.
The goal of the Obama administration
is to cap the so-called discretionary
spending, roughly 17 percent of
the total budget, as part of a plan to
narrow the record $1.6 trillion gap
between proposed budget outlays and
tax receipts, yet the budget plan calls
for nearly $1 trillion in tax increases
on upper-income families. Also,
banks, bankers, and multinational
corporations will now face new fees
and levies. Similarly, oil companies
would lose $39 billion in tax breaks.
The budget will shrink the current
deficit to $727 billion, or 4.2 percent
of the gross domestic product by
2013, yet if annual deficits shrink the
total federal debt will keep growing.
Overall, the president's budget would
add $8.5 trillion to the federal debt
through 2020, pushing the debt as a
percentage of GDP to 77 percent from
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A Senate staffer carries a copy of the budget plan which causes some controversy due to its large tax increases for big businesses and high-income
families in the U.S.

53 percent. This is a major problem
says Kenneth Rogoff, a Harvard
University economist, who explains,
"We will hit a point where it comes
on us very quickly, and you don't
want to edge up to that point. Going
beyond 80 percent, you're taking a
real chance."
This increase in GDP will preset
many consequences for Americans
such as cuts on some domestic
programs. Also, the tax-cuts of
George W. Bush expire at year-end.
Budget departments of Agriculture,
Commerce, Health and Human
Services,
Housing
and
Urban
Development and Justice will be cut.
Likewise, there are many tax
implications from this new budget
proposal. The two top-income tax

brackets would rise to 36 percent and
39.6 percent from 33 percent and 35
percent. For families earning at least
$250,000, capital gains and dividend tax
rates would rise to 20 percent from 15
percent. In total, upper-income families
would face and additional $969 billion
in taxes between 2011 and 2020. With
rising interest, though, Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid costs, as well
as total government spending, would
rise by $85 billion to $3.76 trillion.
Similarly, elementary and secondary
education programs would receive $28
billion, a $3 billion increase. The Pell
grants for college financial aid would
be increased $17 billion.
Also, the deficit would drop to
the equivalent of five percent of GDP
in 2013, through expected economic

improvement. The deficit is forecast
to stabilize below $800 billion between
fiscal years 2015 and 2018 before
beginning to rise again, according
to White House projections. The
proposed rise is due to the retirement
of baby boomers which is expected
to result in increased spending on
Medicare and Social Security. The
budget assumes the enactment of payas-you-go rules that would force any
tax cut or spending increase to be offset
by tax increases or spending cuts.
Also, there is a new 15 percent
surcharge on patent fees under the
Obama administration's proposed
budget, as well as a 13 percent
increase in annual allocation for the
SEC commission; a $147 million boost
to nearly $1.3 billion for fiscal 2011.

Leading Nations Pledge Emission Reduction Goals
by Sarah Laperriere '11
Asst. World Editor
INTERNATIONAL

In agreement with the Copenhagen
Accord, many of the world's leading
nations submitted global emission
reduction goals to the United Nations
by the Jan. 31 deadline. Submissions
were made by 55 out of the 192
countries who signed the Accord,
some pledging absolute cuts while
others agreed to lower emissions by
2020. The emission reduction plans
submitted by the 55 countries account
for three-quarters of global emissions,
according to BBC.
The Copenhagen Accord aims to
limit global warming to two degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial times
and proposes providing financial
aid to poorer nations to help in the
reduction of emissions.
However, "the pledges put on the
table to date do not put us on track
to meet the goal and will make it
very difficult for us politically and
technically beyond 2020 to meet that
target," said Alden Meyer of the Union
of Concerned Scientists, according to
The New York Times.
China agreed to cut carbon dioxide
emissions per unit of economic activity
by 40 to 45 percent by 2020 in reference
to 2005 levels. India agreed to lower
emissions by 20 to 25 percent. South
Korea pledged to invest $86 billion in
eco-friendly transportation systems,
buildings codes, and low-carbon
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Smoke and fumes fill the air above Ahmadabad, India. India was one of the 55 countries to submit emission reduction goals by the Jan. 31 deadline.

energy production. The United States
promised to cut emissions within a
range of 17 percent, loosening their
pledge made during the Copenhagen
Accord, according to BBC. Yvo de
Boer, executive secretary of the United
Nations, claimed, "greater ambition
is required to meet the scale of the
challenge. But I see these pledges as
clear signals of willingness to move

negotiations towards a successful
conclusion," according to BBC.Mexico
and Russia were not among the
countries that submitted plans as of
the Sunday deadline.
But, "the pledges made by countries
like Japan, China, Europe, and India
show a commitment to collective,
transparent action on a scale never seen
before," said Jennifer Morgan director

of the World Resources Institute's
climate and energy program. If
the nations who submitted pledges
successfully meet their emission
reduction goals, global carbon dioxide
emissions would be greatly reduced,
but such measures still would not
be enough to reverse the effects of
climate change.
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Yemen Fighting Terrorism

Bill Gates Donates $10 Billion
by Mackenzie Mango '10
World Staff
United States

AP

Bill Gates donates money for the research of
vaccines.

According to MSNBC, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation has an
nounced that it will donate $10 billion
over the next decade in order to re
search new vaccines and bring them
to the world's poorest countries. Gates
reports to MSNBC that he remains un
discouraged that the needs of the poor
are greater by the fact the aid which is
available to them.
"We must make this the decade
of vaccines," Gates said. "Vaccines al
ready save and improve millions of
lives in developing countries. Innova
tion will make it possible to save more
children than ever before."
According to MSNBC, in his second
annual letter issued last week, Gates
stated that, "investment in science and
technology can leverage those dollars
and make more of a difference than
charity and government aid alone."
He also stated that the foundation "is

backing 30 areas of innovation, includ
ing online learning, teacher improve
ment, malaria vaccine development,
HIV prevention, and genetically modi
fied seeds."
Notably, since 1994, the founda
tion has committed to $21.3 billion in
grants, and as of Sept. 30, 2009, its en
dowment totaled $34.17 billion. Gates
said that, "Melinda and I see our
foundation's key role as investing in
innovations that would not otherwise
be funded."
According to The Washington Post,
Gates said that the commitment "more
than doubles the $4.5 billion the foun
dation has given to vaccine research
over the years."
Furthermore, the foundation said
that up to 7.6 million children under
five could be saved through 2019 as a
result of the donation. Nearly seven
pages of the annual letter focus on the
foundation's work in global health.
Gates admitted, however, that the
work to reach the foundation's ambi
tious goals is harder than was origi
nally expected. While vaccine de
velopment is progressing, the cost to
provide those vaccines to the poor is
still a problem. Despite having one
particular vaccine in a Phase III trial,
an effective malaria vaccine is still
eight to 15 years away. The incentives
to find an effective vaccine are high, as
Gates also estimates that an additional
1.1 million children's lives would be
saved if a malaria vaccine could be in
troduced by 2014.
The Washington Post reports that
Margaret Chan, head of the World
Health Organization, called the Gates
contribution unprecedented.
Additionally, she urged govern
ments and private donors to contrib
ute to the initiative. "An additional
two million deaths in children un
der five years could be prevented by
2015 through widespread use of new
vaccines and a 10 percent increase in
global vaccination coverage." Gates
did not specify how the money
would be distributed, and a spokes
woman said that those specifics have
yet to be decided.
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by Mackenzie Mango '10
World Staff

Yemen

Since the failed Yemeni terrorist
attacks on Dec. 25, 2009, Yemen
continues to remain in the political
spotlight. British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown organized a Yemen
conference for Jan. 27. 2010, in
London. Twenty countries, including
the United States, attended to
"declare themselves friends of
Yemen", according to The New York
Times. President Barack Obama sent
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to
represent the U.S.
Clinton reaffirmed the U.S.'s
support for Yemen in fighting
terrorism, but criticized the Yemeni
government for falling short of their
resolutions. The New York Times
quoted her as saying, "You can't just
continue to make promises in the
face of very tough challenges like the
ones Yemen is facing without being
expected to actually manage and
resolve some of those problems."
UNICEF
also
has
recently
criticized
Yemen's
insufficient
progress in fulfilling the Millennium
Development Goal (MDG) 4, which
aims to reduce the under fivemortality rate by two-thirds between
1990-2015. Currently, according to
UNICEF, the infant mortality rate
(under one) is 75 per 1,000 in Yemen.
Roughly 84,000 children under five
die every year, which equals 250
deaths every day. Thirty-six percent
of children under the age of five are
underweight, 41.8 percent of the
population is below the National
Poverty Line, 15.7 percent live on less
than U.S. $1 a day, and 45.2 percent
live on less than U.S. $2 a day. And,
according to the World Organization
Against Torture in 2001, almost half
of Yemeni women have suffered
domestic violence and 20 percent
have also suffered sexual violence
within their marriage.

According to the United Nations,
Yemen is ranked 153 on the Human
Development Index (HDI). The
Yemeni population has one of the
highest growth rates at 3.02 percent,
meaning the population would
double in 23 years to 40 million. These
statistics increase the immediate need
for action to prevent further deaths,
malnutrition, and poverty.
From the United Nations, the
Common
Country
Assessment
(CCA) 2005 identified four reasons
for the lack of progress to the
Human Development Goals. These
are: Lack of transparency and
participation; disempowerment of
women and children; inequitable and
unsustainable use of water resources;
and, jobless growth in the face of its
rising population.
The statistics reflect long-term
detrimental effects, especially with
the large numbers of displaced
children. According to UNICEF, about
175,000 people have been displaced
in Yemen since 2004. Consequently,
Yemen continues to focus on the
youth population, with nearly half of
its population under 15 years old.
Besides the Millennium Goals, the
United States' persistence, and the
Human Development urges, Yemen
is trying to increase progress through
educational camps and providing
safe-friendly "child zones." Another
threat poses challenges to Yemen.
Two vital resources to Yemen are
becoming scarce and are expected to
run out in five years. These are oil,
Yemen's main source of income, and
water.
While major nations have met in
London to discuss potential terrorist
threats from Yemen, the nation has
more to focus on internally. Clinton
realized this and applauded Yemen
for being honest about their struggles
amidst drastic statistics. She said, "I
saw something today that is rare to
see anywhere, and that is a report by
a government that was brutally honest
about the problems it faces," according
to The New York Times.

Missile Defenses Rapidly Increase in Persian Gulf
by Kevin Cassidy '11
World Staff

Iran

The Obama administration has
placed antimissile systems in at least
four countries and implemented new
defense missile systems against pos
sible Iranian missile attacks. Recently,
President Barack Obama has attempted
to negotiate with the Iranian Revolu
tionary Guards Corps, but has been pri
marily unsuccessfully.
According to The New York Times
article, "U.S. Speeding Up Missile De
fenses in Persian Gulf," from Jan. 30, the
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps
control a convert nuclear arms pro
gram. Obama briefly discussed the shift
during his State of the Union address
warning Iranians of consequences if
they continued to produce nuclear fuel.
The United Nations has demanded the
Iranians to stop the program, yet no at
tempts have been made.
According to The New York Times
China has made public remarks stat
ing that the United States and United
Nations should not place sanctions on
Iran. The current U.S. Secretary of State,
Hillary Clinton, said on Friday, Jan. 29,
that China's remarks are shortsighted
and that they must understand the di
lemma the world community is facing.
The administration is trying to increase
pressure on Iran by deploying antimis
sile defenses and General David H. Pe

traeus has made rare public comments
describing the strategy.One of the prob
lems facing the United States is pres
sure from Israel. Israel feels threatened
by Iran because Iran is quickly building
the most powerful military force in the
Middle East. Israel has the military ca
pabilities to launch airstrikes against
Iranian nuclear and missile facilities.
The United States is trying to support
Israel to prevent an attack against Iran,
but through pressure the conflict can be
resolved.
The countries that accepted the mis
sile defense systems were Qatar, the
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, and
Bahrain. Saudi Arabia and Israel cur
rently have similar types of defense
systems and Kuwait updated their old
systems with new ones. Although these
countries are publically known, Gen
eral Petraeus won't release their names
because many do not want be known
for accepting American military aid
and American troops. The small num
ber of troops is deployed to operate,
maintain, and protect the equipment.
General Petraeus said, "Iran is clearly
seen as a very serious threat by those
on the other side of the gulf front" on
Jan. 22.
The missiles, capable of shooting
down short-range offensive missiles,
were first introduced when George W.
Bush was in office and are capable of
shooting down short-range offensive
missiles. General Petraeus said that
the United States currently has Aegis
cruisers in the Persian Gulf that are
equipped with advanced radar sys
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A graphic depicting the various missile sizes and map of the region in Iran where the defenses
are increasing.

tems that are designed to intercept
medium-range missiles. Iran has the
Shahab 3 which is a long range mis
sile, but experts believe it will be years
before they can solve the problems of
placing a warhead atop the missile.
The Iranian government continues to
claim, that advances in their nuclear
program are for energy purposes rath
er than nuclear missiles.
According to The New York Times,
One high ranking Obama administra
tor said the administratons "first goal
is to deter the Iranians. A second is to
reassure the Arab states, so they don't
feel they have to go nuclear them
selves. But there is certainly an ele
ment of calming the Israelis as well."
The Israelis will continue to be a
goal since they have stated they will
take military action unless the United

States and Western allies take action in
controlling the situation.
Obama's national security advisor,
General James L. Jones, took a trip to
Israel this month to review both eco
nomic and covert programs now un
der way against the Iranian program,
according to officials familiar with the
program. The United Arab Emirates
and Saudi Arabia have bought $15 bil
lion in American arms over the course
of the last two years. Saudi Arabia is
increasing its military with an addi
tional 30,000 people to help protect the
nations ports, oil facilities, and waterdesalinization plants with the support
of the United States. General Petraeus
continues to reassure allies in the Per
sian Gulf that the United States is com
mitted to helping defend the region
against the Iranians.
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The Real Truth:
Indoor Tanning
Tuesday, February 9, 2010
7:00 PM
Slavin G01 — Soft Lounge

SKI TRIP SIGN UPS
Mt. Snow
THURS FEBRUARY 11th
7:00 PM IN THE
FISHBOWL(SLAVIN 112)

Come sign up for our upcoming trip to Mt. Snow on
Sunday February 21st

Price includes full day lift ticket and transportation:

$50 for dues paying members
$60 for non-dues paying
Rentals are available. Come to the meeting for more info.
Sponsored by the Outdoor Adventure Club

Commentary

Page 14

February 4, 2010

Laughing in the Face of Leaving
A Senior Reflects on the Prospect of Graduating and Facing the Great Unknown
by Jeremiah Begley '10
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS

In mid-May, nearly a quarter of us
will abruptly become former Providence
College
undergraduates.
Broadly
considered, this is a good thing. Seen on
the horizon at three and a half months'
distance, however, this development is
deeply unpleasant to behold. We are to
be swiftly, albeit quite ceremoniously,
exiled from our accustomed haunts of
the past four years and severed from
those with whom we have lived and
studied, eaten and slept, pondered and
prayed. To extend the metaphor of the
college as alma mater, we are to be from
her bosom untimely ripped.
Beyond this preemptive nostalgia,
LEFT: DAVID MARTINEZ/COOKINGLIGHT.COM
however, lies a much broader anxiety
RIGHT: WWW.NOELKINGSLEY.COML
BOTTOM : HTTP://A6S.WCRDPREIS.COM/2OO8
about the future. Some of us have jobs
or graduate programs already lined up;
many of us do not. Most of us will not
In many ways, the former fear
be stepping directly into life careers,
and virtually none of us can reasonably is a better kind to have; there are,
expect to get from here to a settled state after all, any number of ways to
of life without turmoil, strife, and a great skin the same cat. In another sense,
however, the inchoate fear of the
deal of uncertainty.
Precisely on account of this still-undecided senior is preferable,
uncertainty, these are exciting times for it seems to put one in a better
for us. By contrast, midlife crises occur position to accept and embrace
just when the major plot points of a the mysterious mandates of God's
person's saga have been settled, and providential governance.
Our plans for ourselves often
life's suspense dissipates considerably.
For us, however, there remains a mass of do not correspond to God's plans
exciting suspense, around the edges of for us. Many times, we petition God
which lap black waves of fear. While we with prayers for specific intentions.
delight in our time as the elder statesmen We do this for weeks, or even months,
of the student body, above each of us until making that request becomes
such a habit that, one day, we realize
hangs a sword of Damocles.
This fear comes in two main varieties: while praying that our prayer has
those of us with concrete career plans already been answered. Occasionally
and aspirations are afraid of that which God's answers to our entreaties are
much as we envisioned them; usually
will impede our progress toward
are not.
those goals, while those with unsettled they
In either case, however, we laugh.
ambitions are afraid of everything. As We laugh at ourselves, whether ruefully
the old proverb goes, for a person who or joyfully, for not sooner seeing God's
does not know where the port is, no answers to our prayers for what they
wind is a fair wind.

are. We laugh at our extraordinarily
limited perspective on everything, even
our own lives, which, in comparison
with God's omniscience, is properly
an object of mirth. We laugh at the
majestically unfathomable relationship
of love between God and His creation,
confirmed and further mystified by the
Incarnation of Christ. This laughter, like
all laughter, has its genesis in the absurd.
I do not mean 'absurd' in the nihilistic
sense in which existentialists speak of the
absurdity of human life. Rather, I wish

to deploy its etymological meaning of a
fundamental incommensurability. The
word 'absurd' comes to us through the
Latin ab + surdus ('deaf') from a Muslim
mathematician who called irrational
numbers 'unvoiced' or 'mute.' Some
quantities, such as the respective lengths
of a right triangle's hypotenuse and sides,
simply cannot be reconciled without
brute force and a profusion of repeating
decimals. This incommensurability is
akin to the irreconcilability of the orders
of the infinite divine and the contingent
mundane,
which
chasm
Christ
conquered nonetheless in an unthinkable
unification of the two orders.
Laughter, I submit, originates in
a recognition of the absurd. In every
instance of humor subsists an
implicit attempt to reconcile
words (see the equivocation
upon which puns rely) or
concepts (as in jokes playing
with group stereotypes), the
necessary failure of which
makes the situation funny. The
remedy for our fear of the future
is, of course, the theological
virtue of hope—a trust that
God has a plan for each of
us, and that each plan will be
revealed. This hope, however,
must be attended by laughter,
which stems from the awesome
mystery of the providential
governance of creatures like
us by the utterly transcendent
God.
None of us has certain knowledge
where he or she will be in five, ten,
20, or 50 years. God does, however,
and although He is not immediately
forthcoming with the information, each
of us can be sure He has it somehow
under control. We can be fairly sure,
then, that heaven is filled with laughter,
the laughter of those who are seeing
for sempiternity that during their trials,
their hardships, their losses, their bouts
with fear and their trips to the brink of
despair, God held them safely in His
hands all along.

Misery and Cowardice: Present and Accounted For
by Chris Slavin '12
Asst. Commentary Editor
CAMPUS

My general problem with accounting
majors may be biased. I'll say that right
away. Those I am closest to are two of my
best friends and also my roommates, so
I am constantly exposed to their almost
perpetual complaints and expressions
of the most loathsome hatred for their
accounting homework. But even if the
only window I had into the world of
accounting wasn't through two of its
followers who would probably rather
swallow a handful of thumbtacks
than account more than is absolutely
necessary to graduate, I would still shake
my head at those who choose to major in
accounting. All of my criticisms of those
who have declared accounting as their
major have resulted in one thesis: they
are cowards.
If there are any accounting majors
out there who have a genuine love and
passion for accounting, I apologize
to them. You people, who I predict
are a very small bunch, are excused
from my accusation. You legitimate

accounting enthusiasts are studying
accounting primarily because it is
something you love and I applaud
you for declaring accounting for this
reason. Unfortunately, I have a very
hard time believing that many students
are accounting majors because of their
passion for the content of their study.
This passion for work is something I

"

Since elementary school, our parents
and teachers have been instructing us
to follow our hearts and to do what
we love. The most I got out of the
painful weekend that was Freshman
Orientation 2008 was at a presentation
on major choice, in which the message
was to major in something for which
you have a passion and something you
truly enjoy. Most accounting majors

MOST OF THEM ARE CONCENTRATING IN
ACCOUNTING BECAUSE ITS A SAFE MAJOR

believe is unknown to accounting majors.
There is no spirit behind an accounting
major's work, only obligation. Most of
them, if not all of them, are concentrating in
accounting because it is a safe major choice.
I'm confident that 20 years down the road,
most accounting majors will have steady
jobs and steady lives. They will be safe, but
will they be happy? I'd hate to probe the
foundations of die solid lives you think
you're building, accounting majors, but
my belief is that spending your time doing
something you do not genuinely love is
slowly corroding your insides and will
ultimately result in your internal misery.

"

did not take this advice, and instead
of following their hearts and choosing
a major to which they have an earnest
attraction, they have sold out and chosen
to pursue something safe. This, to me, is
cowardly. No other major at this college
appealed to you more than one that,
according to two of my roommates, is
like torture to get through? Those of us
pursuing our dreams are doing what
we love and following our dreams.
The rest, who I believe consist heavily
of accounting majors, are simply not
being true to themselves. Not many
people will criticize them for choosing

accounting as their major, because as
I said before it is a safe choice, but I'm
going to. By not following their hearts,
and instead taking the safe road to
cubicle days and suburban living room
nights, accounting majors are cowards.
English majors don't have the same
probable job security as accounting
majors. The response I receive every
time I tell a relative at a holiday
gathering what I'm studying is always
the same: "What are you going to do
with that?" It may not be as easy for
us English majors to find jobs after
graduation as it will be for accounting
majors, but at least we are passionate
about the books we are dissecting
and the theses we are composing. If
I die tomorrow, I will have spent my
time doing what I love, which is more
than most accounting majors can say.
Studying accounting is safe in the long
run, but life is about enjoying the now.
Life is about passion and we need to fill
it by doing things we love. So if any one
is considering changing majors, please
choose something you genuinely enjoy.
Don't sell out. Don't be a coward. I'm
accounting on you.
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10 Goals for 2010: Study
Habits to Text Habits
by Jenn DiPirro '12
Commentary Staff

Personal Reflection
I have decided to make it my
personal vendetta to try to help myself
break a few bad habits. I have made a
list of goals that I will strive to carry
out in the year 2010.
Goal number one is to stop texting
the word "hi." For one, it is a total chick
move and no one will ever date a needy
airhead who sends text messages just
saying "hi." Better yet, I will make a
personal effort to not text anything
unless it is completely necessary. This
includes, but is not limited to, the
occasional "we are in class sitting next
to each other" text. These texts usually
feel completely brilliant at the time and
who can resist a little observational
humor? Or how about when you are
being exceptionally lazy and you text
your brother while he is upstairs in
your house and you are downstairs.
Stairs are for cavemen! No wonder
there is an obesity epidemic.
Goal number two is to stop swearing
so much. I am starting to forget how to
appropriately
conductmyself
in
proper
conversation.
Take,
for
example,
this article.
Every week
I struggle to
not fill it with
expletives.
What is wrong
with me?
Ah
yes,
and
that
brings me to
goal number
three which is
to refrain from
coming out
with elaborate
similes
and
metaphors in
my daily dialogues, such as "The girl fell
into the puddle like she was a drowning
ox on the Oregon Trail." No one follows
this nonsense, and it makes me sound
like a neurotic Dr. Seuss. I really hate
the feeling of wanting to knock my own
teeth out after the long, judging silence
that ensues.
Goal number four is to floss better.
Dude, teeth are bones, and we let them
get dirty. Would you want your ankle
to have apple skin stuck to its side? No.
That would feel awful. Goal number
five is to L mom tolerant of guidos.
I will try to remember that they are
people too, even though they make my
heritage look like a bunch of protein
shake-guzzling, shiny meatheads who
are a few drops short of a bottle of
tanning oil. They should not have their
right to vote taken away, equal rights

and such—yada, yada, yada.
Goal number six is to start doing
homework before dinner and maybe
even in between classes if I'm feeling a
little revved up. Goal number seven is
to stop using phrases like "revved up,"
"amped," and "stoked." I am not a
surfer, and I am never going to be one,
so let's knock it off. Also, the same goes
for those jerks who wear puka shells
and shark teeth around their necks
during the summer in their Corona
swim trunks. You know who you are
and everyone thinks you are a nerd.
You also reek of Abercrombie cologne
and realistically could probably only
drink three Coronas without losing
your Blackberry. Act like a man, dude,
this is not Laguna Beach.
Goal number seven is to finally
convince people to stop saying things
like "soul mate" and "I want to find
myself." There are no soul mates; life is
what you make of it. And if you know
where you are right now then you have
found yourself. Let's not be stupid. We
are not on Oprah and no one thinks you
are deep; we think you are ignorant.
Goal number eight is to remove the word
"ignorant"
from
my
vocabulary
because it is
an
ignorant
word. If you
think someone
is
ignorant
that
means
you are. I'll
let you figure
that one out
on your own.
Goal number
nine is to stop
creeping
on
random people's
Facebook
albums. It starts
to get weird
when
you
know
who
someone
is
only from a social networking site. It
is creepy, considering they probably
don't know you from a hole in the
wall. Oh and one more final goal: Stop
making so many public confessions
and testaments. Status updates are for
people who are embarrassed because
no one writes on their walls.
Obviously there are countless
other goals that I could reasonably
shovel out to myself and my peers
but I truly think that together we can
conquer some of our most irksome
habits. In short, don't be a Facebook
creep, don't overanalyze your love life
or lack of, be tolerable of our fellow
youth who appear at times to be
without a brain, floss, and stop being
so obsessed with texting. Take a deep
breath; it's going to be a great year!

President's Many Words Don't
Pack a Powerful Punch
by Mark Scirocco TO
Commentary Staff
POLITICS

During the 2008 campaign, MSNBC
talk-show host Chris Matthews claimed
he was so emotionally struck by an
Obama speech that a "tingle went down
his leg." Matthews seemed no less
impressed with the president's delivery
of last week's State of the Union address,
the first of Obama's term. Offering
commentary after the conclusion of the
speech, Matthews noted that he "forgot
Obama was black for an hour."

Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address
and Second Inaugural were two of the
shortest speeches of his career. FDR's
Dec. 8, 1941 speech in response to Pearl
Harbor was equally brief.
The problem that Obama faces is
that, for all his political grandeur, he
understands nothing of what Lincoln
and FDR knew too well, namely, that
words mean little when they are not
sustained by reality. Lincoln and FDR
backed up their words with consistent
action. While past presidential speeches
packed a short but powerful punch,
Obama continues to fill his speeches
more with words and less with meaning.
In his speech last week, Obama
attempted to recapture the "change"

FOR ALL HIS POLITICAL GRANDEUR, HE UNDERSTANDS
NOTHING OF WHAT LINCOLN AND FDR KNEW TOO WELL
Aside from any racial implications,
more revealing from Matthews'
ridiculous comment is the time it took
for Obama to deliver his message to
Congress. By all accounts, the Democrats
have lost the momentum obtained from
their sweeping victories last November.
Just six months ago, the president
enjoyed a Super-Majority in the Senate
with the House of Representatives being
equally stacked with Democrats. With
Scott Brown's victory in Massachusetts,
the Super-Majority is no more. In
addition, Gallup's daily tracking poll
lists the country as divided concerning
the president's job approval, with 48
percent approving and 46 percent
disapproving of Obama's performance.
Such numbers are poor for a president's
first year in Washington. Last months
special election in Massachusetts, along
with Republican gubernatorial victories
in Virginia and New Jersey this past
November, have served as referendums
not only on the performance of
Democrats within those states, but also
on the framework being set forth by
Obama. That the seat occupied by Ted
Kennedy for over four decades would be
won by a conservative Republican just
months after Kennedy's death is striking.
Given the response we have seen from
Obama in the midst of such difficulty, the
Democratic Party has cause for concern.
Last week's speech was the longest of
Obama's six-year career on the national
political scene. With the length of his
speech it is clear that Obama is trying to
solve his problems with words alone.
In moments of national difficulty, the
greatest American statesmen were brief
in expressing strength and perseverance.

promised during his campaign. He said,
"I campaigned on the promise of change
- 'Change we can believe in,' the slogan
went. And right now, I know there are
many Americans who aren't sure if they
still believe we can change - or that I can
deliver it. But remember this - I never
suggested that change would be easy, or
that I could do it alone."
Americans have been quite clear in
the past few months that they think
things have changed, but for the worse.
From Obama, they have been treated to
nothing other than the usual political
double-talk. Consider the president's
proposal, articulated in his State of
the Union, to freeze federal spending.
He said "we are prepared to freeze
government spending for three years...
Like any cash-strapped family, we will
work within a budget to invest in what
we need and sacrifice what we don't."
It was Obama, however, who criticized
John McCain's proposed spending
freeze during the 2008 campaign,
saying "The problem with a spending
freeze is you're using a hatchet where
you need a scalpel."
Obama's retreat on spending freezes
stands on a long-list of his presidential
flip-flops. Whether promising to shut
down Guantanamo Bay or to televise
the congressional health care debates on
C-SPAN, Obama has shown time and
again that his words have little or no
correspondence to reality.
The president is slowly learning that
his saying something does not make it
true and that filling his speeches with
more words will do nothing for him in
the polls.
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Exposing the Myths and
Fallacies of The Monologues
by Viviana Garcia '12
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY

What do actresses Rachel McAdams,
Calista Flockhart, and Roseanne
Barr have in common? They have all
performed in Eve Ensler's infamous
play The Vagina Monologues. Every year,
throughout the months of February
and March, college papers across the
country publish articles condemning
or promoting the play. Whether you
are a supporter or not, the feeling of
exasperation at the thought of another
piece trying to sway you one way or
another can often be mutually shared;
however, when the content of such a
play is misrepresented, dispelling the
fallacies becomes crucial.

are going to organizations that help
victims, the play does not effectively
call attention to the real issues, nor
does it offer solutions. In treating
women as objects, the play promotes
the very attitude that often leads to
sexual violence.
As an author, maintaining the
credibility of your work is critical
and Ensler herself says the play is
based on true stories gathered from
interviews of over 200 women, only to
then state in her book that, "Some of
the monologues are close to verbatim
interviews, some are composite
interviews, and with some I just began
with the seed of an interview and
had a good time." There is no real
evidence that these interviews were
ever conducted even when you check
her V-Day Web site.
Prior to cracking open the cover,
I would never have guessed that

" THE PLAY PROMOTES THE VERY ATTITUDE THAT
OFTEN LEADS TO SEXUAL VIOLENCE. "
It is imperative that college students
investigate the facts and the myths
that surround every cause that calls
out for support. Upon hearing your
friends talk, it's easy to conclude that
the play promotes the liberation and
empowerment of women. If, however,
you pick up a copy for yourself, reality
proves quite the contrary. In the over
sexualized culture in which we live,
Ensler has taken it upon herself to
degrade a woman's self-image to being
solely defined by her body and sexual
organs. What is empowerment? It is
the focus on the dignity of the woman:
her intellect, integrity, strength, and
spirit. There is no liberation in chanting
the word "vagina" ad infinitum as
described in the chapter entitled
"Reclaiming Cunt."
Thousands of college students are
lured into supporting the play each
year, due to the misbelief that Ensler's
primary concern is to raise awareness
regarding violence against women.
Think again. She has been quoted
saying, "If you had an understanding
of the play, the vagina becomes the
least significant thing.'' Throughout
the play, however, Ensler states that
Monologues was penned in an attempt
to rediscover her own vagina, because
she frets over how, "we don't think
about them." Instead, she should be
worrying about how punishments are
not severe enough for sex offenders
or that self-defense techniques are not
sufficiently funded.
The claim is often heard that those
who oppose the play are anti-feminist.
On the contrary, I propose that
opponents of the play couldn't be greater
proponents of true feminism. Those
who fought for our liberties and equal
treatment under the law (the original
feminists) were against reducing
women to mere body parts, which is the
very message Ensler conveys.
While we're at it, let's tackle another
myth: Violence against women will
end due to funds raised by the V-Day
campaign. Although some funds

within the pages I would read about
a spiritually redeeming experience.
The audacity of describing the rape
of a young girl by an older woman in
this way is repulsive. The experience
is described as being "a surprising,
unexpected,
politically
incorrect
salvation." The young girl is said to
claim that this encounter raised her
vagina to "a kind of heaven." As you
read through the chapter, the picture
is painted of a 24-year-old woman
handing the girl vodka and proceeding
to violate her. What they don't tell you
is that in the original monologue the
scene concluded with the lines, "If it
was rape, it was good rape."
For a play committed to combating
violence against women, its logic isn't
very tight. You want to know what
violence is? It's finding that more
women die of cervical cancer (caused
by HPV, the human papillomavirus)
every year than of AIDS-related
complications every year, according
to the medical journal Sexually
Transmitted Infections. Condoms don't
offer protection against HPV, but
Ensler wouldn't be caught promoting
premarital abstinence, even if it does
safeguard against cervical cancer.
Instead of falling into our culture's
libertine
approach
to
finding
fulfillment through sex, reclaim what
Valentine's Day is truly about-love
and romance. Don't allow Ensler to
define your role as a woman; you
deserve much more. Instead, take a
stand for your principles, voice your
opinions, and empower women by
celebrating their strength, intellect,
and integrity. Promote human dignity
and respect, not degradation and
debasement.
Dawn Eden, author of The Thrill
of the Chaste and long time New York
Post columnist, lays it out perfectly
when she says, "there is no dignity
in a society that encourages touching
another person's body but not allowing
that person to touch your heart."

GOT A VOICE?
JOINTHE COMMENTARY STAFF

We are looking for opinionated
and passionate writers for
next semester.
Pick up an application in Slavin G05 today!
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Tirades

Mirror, Mirror, On Accinno. As an avid ambler, my biggest
pedestrian challenge is Guzman Hill. There's the obvious
task of getting to the top, which is easier said than done,
but attainable when I imagine a Baptist choir singing
the Rocky theme song as I breath like Octomom in
Lamaze class. But my ultimate challenge is trying
not to look at myself in that mirror-window on the
side of Accinno Hall. I'm vain and I admit it. Or
maybe I'm masochistic—because it's not like I
enjoy the sight of myself. Trudging up the
hardest part of the hill, I have the posture of
Quasimodo and the squint of someone, well,
who's climbing Guzman Hill with burning thighs
and the sun in their eyes. But I succumb every time,
and every time I notice that I'm not the only Quasimodo
catching a glimpse. What's the matter with us? Don't we
know what we look like? Alas, until the glass shatters at our
glamour-less Guzman faces, I'll probably continue to check
myself out on the way up. —Maryclaire Dugre '10

Better Late Than Never. It's about time I got the hang of the whole Providence
College course scheduling thing. This semester, I took advantage of the ability
to change my courses after I'd begun in order to find myself a weekly schedule
that allows me to enjoy my courses, eat lunch every day, sleep in just enough,
and get out in time to do my homework and maybe even have some sort of a
social life. On top of that, all my classes interest me and so far keep me just busy
enough. Too bad I figured it all out just in time for the last semester of college...
but hey, whatever. I'll just count my blessings for now.—Ben Perry '10
You Can't Fool Me, Mr. President. Due to a looming $1.35 trillion deficit this
year alone, President Barack Obama has proposed a "spending freeze" on
regular departmental expenditures, not including national defense, Medicare,
Medicaid, and Social Security. The issue is the vast majority of government
spending is brought on by those three entitlement programs. In addition,
last year the president already drastically increased the budget of multiple
government programs. For example, in 2009 the president increased the budget
of the EPA by 35 percent. Instead of reducing spending, Obama is actually
locking in already-increased budgets! In essence, he is deviously giving the
appearance of fiscal responsibility when in actuality, he is spending more than
ever. A clever tactic to fool the American taxpayer!—Joe Sirianni '10
Holden on to J.D. Last week America lost one of its greatest authors ever:
J.D. Salinger, the famed reclusive author of The Catcher in the Rye, a literary
staple of all high school English classes. This novel has long held its position
as one of my top three favorite novels of all time. Since Salinger's death, The
Catcher in the Rye has soared to the top of Amazon's
and Barnes and Noble's "Best Sellers" lists. I am
glad that a whole new audience or those who have
not read the novel in a long time are picking it up
again. Salinger was known to be the biggest defender
of his novels, including resisting an offer by Steven
Spielberg to turn his novel into a movie. I hope that
with his death people will respect his wishes and not
ruin this novel by writing "sequels" (as one author
tried to do but was successfully sued by Salinger) or
by turning his words into an hour and a half popcorn
flick. Let's honor his memory by enjoying his novel
the way he intended: by reading it.—Andy Kowal '10
CAS.BUFFALO.EDU
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'Two Cents

by Tim Fleming '11
Commentary Staff
The 2010 Grammy Awards were
admittedly heavy on country music
this year, claiming in the first half of
the ceremony never in history has
country music been so popular." The
Grammy s went on to suggest before
Taylor Swift's performance that this
sudden surge in popularity is due
in part to her grand arrival to the
musical scene. True or not, I think it
is about time that we admit something
to ourselves: Taylor Swift is not a
country singer. I've heard more Taylor
Swift music than I'd like to admit and
I can confidently state that her country
music falls far within the boundaries
of pop. I have mentioned this
sentiment to others and I've gotten a
good amount of agreement, but I'm
going to go one step further and make
the claim that Taylor Swift's music is
not only not country music, it is not
creative at allOf her 56 tunes I ve come up with
this count: The number of songs about

being alone, four. The number of
songs about love lost: 15. Seventeen
songs are about regular old love, while
nine are about love of the unrequited
kind. Taylor Swift rounds off her
collection with three songs about
boys who cheated on her, one about
her dad, six holiday selections, and
one comedic rap song about being a
thug. In between the "doo doos" and
"da das" that pepper her lyrics, Swift
writes with very little poetic form,
even claiming in one song to be a
"Scarlet Letter," a badge of dishonor
representing adultery worn by the
protagonist in Nathaniel Hawthorne's
most famous novel. I have to ask if this
is the imagery she was really trying to
invoke.
It's time we face up. Taylor Swift,
as cute and likable as she is, as catchy
as her music can be, is not something
out of the ordinary, but the opposite:
a very emotional, and sometimes
vindictive, young woman with a
pretty voice and an acoustic guitar.
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by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Contributing Writer
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Letters to the Editor
Let's Act Like We've Done i+

Keeping the Faith in Tough Times
It's perfectly natural to struggle
with your faith from time to time.
Everybody—from the most devout
believers to those who have a more
casual relationship with the Church—
has moments when God can seem to
be absent from their lives.
This past week, I was happy to get
together with some students in the
Aquinas Lounge to talk about this
phenomenon and the ways in which
we can hold on to our faith in times of
darkness. An interesting analogy was
used and it's worth repeating here.
Think of a horror movie like "Friday
the 13th" in which one of the ill-fated
characters goes down to the lake in
the woods in the middle of the night.
(An aside: if you ever find yourself
in a horror movie and there is an axwielding madman on the loose, don't
go down to the lake. It never ends
well. I cannot emphasize this strongly
enough. Stay away from the lake.)
The character thinks that she's all by
herself, dipping her toes in the water
and enjoying the stillness of the night.
Members of the audience start to tense

up because they know the bad guy is
creeping up behind her and drawing
back his arm to attack. And at this
point, it's good to cut off the analogy,
lest we suggest that God is wearing a
hockey mask and sneaking up on us
with bludgeoning on his mind.
Here's the point: The fact that the
young lady thinks she's alone by
the lake does not mean that she's all
by herself. She can't hear anyone or
see anyone, but her perception is
erroneous. There is another person
there (and if she knows what's good for
her, she'll start running).
If you're going through a time when
it seems like you are alone and you are
lacking any palpable consolation from
God, remember that his presence in
our lives, his activity, his love, and his
mercy do not depend on our feeling
it. Our faith tells us that he is there
and would never leave any of his
beloved children to face their troubles
alone. If you're struggling with your
faith and the darkness seems to be
unending, trust that God will see you
through to the dawn of a new day.

campus ministry
Campus Ministry is now on Facebook!
Check out Campus Ministry at Providence College
for updates on news and events.

Check out PC band, Last One Out!
Fatty McGee's • 55 Union Street
Saturday Feb. 6 @10 pm
No Cover

The rushing of the court after the win
over Uconn was flat out embarrassing.
Were the fans at the game aware that
Uconn was #19 in the country? I know
it's been awhile since God Shamgod
wore a Friar's Uniform but the
program isn't THAT bad. By rushing
the floor it sends the message that
beating the #19 team in the country is

a huge accomplishment...it isn't. Last
season when the team beat Pitt when
Pitt was #1 that was reason to rush the
floor. Rushing the floor when you beat
the #19 team just belittles the whole
Providence program. The Friar Faithful
need to get their act together.
—Teddy McNamara '09

Words of Approval From a Founding Cowler
I had the opportunity to glance at the
online edition of the January 28 Cowl.
I was impressed. It was my privilege
to serve as the Cowl editor-in-chief
from mid 1953 to mid-1954 and I was
proud of the product we published
each Wednesday. But like PC, the Cowl
has come a long way since then. You
are to be congratulated on the quality
of your product including the breadth
of coverage, the quality of the writing
and the overall professionalism of

the newspaper. Just maybe some of
the articles could use a tad of editing
but I faced a near-revolution from the
reporters when I tried to introduce that
discipline in my own tenure on Cowl. I
have every reason to believe the current
staff would have the same sensitivities.
Great job. Keep up the good work.

—Don Gibeault '54. Davenport, Iowa.

PC Marches in DC
Last Thursday and Friday January
21st and 22nd respectfully, PC for Life,
Providence College's Pro-Life group
(55 strong) traveled to Washington
D.C. to participate in the U.S.'s National
March for Life. The March for Life is an
annual march that peacefully protests
the sinewy road that U.S.'s abortion law
has taken since 1973 with the passage
of Roe v. Wade, an unparalleled case
essentially allowing for the legal right
to abortion at any time. The 37th
annual March for Life began on the
national Mall with speakers sharing
personal accounts of the painful
consequences of abortion, politicians
rallying citizens to political action, and
activists themselves explaining certain
Pro-Life non-profit organizations and
the like. This year marked a record
number of marchers; unprecedented
numbers of both young and old, black,
white, Hispanic, and others filled the
National Mall and streets leading up to
our Nation's capitol building. It was an
extremely powerful image to behold;
to see so many passionate about life
and its possibilities, and more so,
these possibilities in existence because

of the deeply rooted, sacred right to
life that each individual possesses.
Additionally, it was powerful to see so
many stand (quite literally) for their
convictions. This is solid evidence
of the dedication and passion that is
inherent to the Pro-Life movement—a
spirit that cannot easily be shaken by
changes in policy or by those who
wield power. This march evoked in
me, and hopefully other PC students,
to do more, or more effectively bring
this issue to light in our daily lives—
in class, amongst friends, within the
family—and even on a broader political
scale—to let our Congress people know
that many U.S. citizens are grieved by
the heinous acts of brutality against
the least in our society.. .and that we
will not rest until such action ceases.
The theme of this year's march was to
"Stand Up Now and Unite for the Life
Principles." Let us do so now...for if
now isn't a time screaming for your
attention and mine, then I wouldn't
know when is.
— Svetlana Goretaya 'll

A More Sensitive Approach to Teen Moms
by Katrina Davino '10
Guest Commentary
I had teen pregnancy on my mind
when I first sat down to read the Jan.
28 article "Dropping the Bomb on Teen
Moms" by Viviana Garcia '12. With the
season finale of Teen Mom and another
season of 16 and Pregnant in the works
on MTV, I approached Garcia's article
with interest. I sincerely believe that
teen pregnancy is becoming a rapidly
escalating problem in this country —
according to the Centers for Disease
Control, pregnancy in 15- to 19-yearolds increased significantly between
2005 and 2006, the greatest one-year
increase since 1989-1990—and that it is
an issue worth discussing.
I became horrified, however,
upon discovering Garcia's attitude
toward teen pregnancy. Instead
of showing support for those who
find themselves in the situation and
working toward a constructive way
to prevent the problem from getting
worse, Garcia decided to publicly
bash them. Does she realize, I wonder,
how many of her fellow students
she likely offended by deeming
all pregnancy outside of marriage

as "unacceptable"? I personally
have friends at this school born to
unmarried parents who were hurt
and insulted when Garcia essentially
frowns upon their existence. What 7
find unacceptable is the intolerance
she shows toward her peers.
I agree with Garcia's point that
"pregnancy is not something that
young teens should ever be concerned
with" I also agree that shows like

are low self-esteem, childhood abuse,
"unstable housing arrangements,"
and family conflict. Tragically, lacking
emotional support may lead some
girls to make the unfortunate decision
to have unprotected sex, resulting in
unwanted pregnancy.
This, however, is where my
agreement with Garcia's points takes
a radical turn. In her crusade to prove
that teen pregnancy is disgraceful,

GARCIA SHOWS NAIVETE IN CLAIMING THAT WIDELY
AVAILABLE CONTRACEPTION IS THE PROBLEM
Teen Mom may glorify teen pregnancy,
sending the message to teenage girls
that if they get pregnant, they may
qualify for a show on MTV. The show
depicts young mothers who love their
babies, go to school, and go out on
dates; in turn, teen pregnancy becomes
a romantic entity instead of the difficult
truth it is.
I also agree with Garcia's thought
that girls who get pregnant at a
young age may be lacking the
attention or emotional support "they
are not receiving in other areas of
their lives." In fact, Women's Health
Queensland Wide reports that among
the risk factors for teen pregnancy

Garcia shows naivete in claiming that
widely available contraception is the
problem. Texas, for example, is one
of a few states that require parental
consent in order for teenagers to obtain
contraception. Incidentally, the Texas
Department of State Health Services
reports, "every 10 minutes, a teen in
Texas gets pregnant." Given Texas's
attitude toward contraception, it is
unlikely a coincidence that it has one
of the highest rates of teen pregnancy
in the country, as reported by the
Guttmacher Institute.
As Garcia admits, "guys and girls
are going to have sex,"—not, as she
claims, because they might have access

to contraception, but because they are
hormone-driven teenagers. The answer
is not to make teenagers feel guilty by
telling them that it is morally wrong
for them to have sex, but to educate
them. Any good sexual education
program will be based on the concept
that, as the CDC reports, abstinence
is "the only 100 percent effective way
to prevent pregnancy." It should also
be based on the fact that, according to
the Guttmacher Institute, 46 percent of
15- to 19-year-olds in the United States
"have had sex at least once" and that
sexually active teens who do not use
contraceptives have a "90% chance of
becoming pregnant within a year."
Sexual education should be based on
safety and practicality, not on the moral
standards Garcia claims are being
destroyed by the advocacy of safe sex
practices. If the research proves that
many teenagers are going to have sex
no matter who tells them it is "wrong,"
it is simply logical to show them how
they can protect themselves. Sexual
education programs do not "condone
teenage pregnancy," as Garcia says—
they serve to prevent it by showing
teenagers methods by which they can
keep themselves safe.
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The Catcher In The Bye
An Elegy for American Author Jerome David "J.D." Salinger
by Chris Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff
Art is unique among human
endeavors. It is the only pursuit in
which we engage our intellect actively,
in the manner of our Creator, to bring
forth new life—a marvel and wonder to
all who witness and appreciate it. Those
few who are able to breathe being into
paper or metal, wood or wire, canvas
or clay, become minor immortals, and
stand, in life and death, in a pantheon
of our history's creation.
Jerome David ''J.D." Salinger (19192010) was bom in Manhattan on New
Year's Day to Polish-Jewish immigrant
Sol Salinger and his wife Marie
(Miriam). His parents enrolled him
in public school until the ninth grade
when he transferred to the McBurney
School in Manhattan, a prestigious
college preparatory school with a
long list of influential alumni. In the
11th grade young Salinger escaped
New York City, and his repressive
household, to Valley Forge Military
Academy in Pennsylvania. After he
finished high school, he returned home
to New York City to enroll at NYU.
His first published work was a
short story, "The Young Folks," which
appeared in Story magazine (MarchApril 1940), a publication edited by
Whit Burnett. Burnett taught night
writing classes through Columbia
University, where Salinger was
enrolled. The two grew close, and
Burnett took the young author under
his wing. With such a well connected
mentor, Salinger's early writing career
looked bright and sure, but it was soon
cut short by his father's intervention
and the Second World War.
Salinger was drafted into the
United States Army following the
bombing of Pearl Harbor. His unit, the
12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry
Division, saw combat action at Utah
Beach on D-day and at the Battle of the
Bulge. While in Europe, Salinger was
able to meet with Ernest Hemingway,

America's pre-eminent literary figure
at the time, who was serving there
as a war correspondent. The two of
them developed a lasting and friendly
professional relationship and wrote
several letters to one another over the
course of the war.
Salinger's proficiency in French
and German led to his being
transferred to a counter intelligence
unit during the European campaign.
Salinger was also one of the first men
to enter a liberated concentration
camp. He, being a Jew, was deeply
affected by the unspeakable crimes
against the people he saw there.
Salinger was hospitalized soon after
for "combat stress reaction." He
remarked some years later to his
daughter, "You never really get the
smell of burning flesh out of your
nose entirely, no matter how long
you live."
Salinger participated in de
Nazification, following the war's
conclusion. While in Germany, he met
and married his first wife, Sylvia, but
within eight months of the couple's
returning to the United States, their
marriage fell apart. This emotional
wound would be one that Salinger
would carry for the rest of his life.
In 1946, Salinger, in collaboration
with longtime mentor Whit Burnett,
attempted to publish a collection of
20 stories, 10 previously published
and 10 previously unpublished, under
the title The Young Folks, on Story
Press's Lippincott Imprint. Though
Burnett had made strong intimations
to Salinger that the book would be
published (even promising him a
$1,000 advance), Lippincott ultimately
rejected the project. Salinger blamed

Burnett for the book's
failure and the two had a
permanent falling out.
Following
the
rejection of The Young
Folks, Salinger tried his
hand at screenwriting.
In 1948 he sold one of his
stories, "Uncle Wiggily
in Connecticut," to
Samuel Goldwyn (the G
in MGM). He had high
hopes for success, which
were quickly dashed by
critics who unanimously
derided the 1949 screen
adaptation of "Wiggily."
Salinger's growing
interest in Zen (Ch'an)
Buddhism led to an
influential
meeting
with the pre-eminent
Buddhist scholar of his
day, Japanese-born D.T.
Suzuki. This would
be the starting point
from which he would
begin his
religious
wanderings. He studied
many new age practices,
including
Dianetics
(the
forerunner
to
Scientology), with which he became
almost immediately disenfranchised.
He would attempt to find a spiritual
home in many other beliefs throughout
his life without ever finding peace in
one faith.
On July 16, 1951, Little, Brown, and
Company published The Catcher in the Rye,
Salinger's magnum opus, featuring cover
art from graphic artist E. Michael Mitchell.
Though it is presently hailed by many to
be one of the best American novels of the
20th century, The Catcher in the Rye was
initially met with mixed reviews.
During its lifetime, the book has
had its staunchest opponents, among
them small-minded librarians, largely
undereducated high school teachers,
and a host of trivial and unsuccessful
literary critics. Between the years
1961 and 1981 it was one of the most
censored books in American high
schools and libraries, largely cited to
its liberal use of "f***" and "god****."
Unfortunately The Cowl's editors are
zealous censors (and have no real
sense of irony), so you'll have to use
your adult imaginations to fill in those
blanks yourselves.
Along with petty criticism. The
Catcher in the Rye has been assailed by
crackpot conspiracy theorists, which
associate the book closely (as Formal
Cause) with the murder of John Lennon.
Mark David Chapman, Lennon's killer,
created such a personal connection to
the novel that he expressed a desire to
change his name to Holden Caulfield.
On the night he shot Lennon, he was
found with a copy of the book on his
person, in which he had written "This
is my statement" and signed with the
name Holden.
The Catcher in the Rye, which deserves
nearly all the critical acclaim it has
received, is a landmark work of American
literature, which has spawned a great
many imitators. The cultural impact has
crossed media lines, seeping into music,
television, visual art, and film. Though

Salinger summarily refused to allow a
film adaptation of The Catcher in the Rye
(likely stemming from his early failure
in the industry) many movies have been
made with Holden-esque protagonists
or strong allusions to the novel.
After his meteoric rise to notoriety,
Salinger began to recoil dramatically
from the public eye. He became one
of America's most famous recluses,
along with millionaire eccentric
Howard Hughes. Salinger lived
much of his life away from the
media's shutter glances. This external
pressure, in conjunction with his own
internal unrest, contributed to the
end of his professional writing career
with the publication of "Hapworth
16,1924"in 1965.
Many people went "in search"
of Salinger, much to the writer's
chagrin. But a keen legal team
kept many of them at bay during
Salinger's lifetime. A British author,
Ian Hamilton, attempted to publish
In Search of J.D. Salinger: A Writing
Life (1935-65). Salinger sued to block
the publication on the grounds that
Hamilton had used many of Salinger's
personal letters, which were deemed
outside fair use, in his writings. The
letters were paraphrased under the
terms of a settlement reached with
Salinger after a prolonged legal
battle and the book was subsequently
published in 1988.
On Jan. 27, 2010, Salinger died of
natural causes at his home in New
Hampshire, where he lived quietly for
many years. He was 91.
Salinger's writing will remain
forever as a testament to the power
of the feeling universal outsider-the
sense of struggle and opposition to the
"phony" forces that seem to dominate
modern existence. And generations
of American youths will continue to
find sympathetic solace and a hand to
snatch them back from the precipice in
The Catcher in the Rye.
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PC Faculty: Pop Culture Picks
and Neil Andrew Francisco TO
A&E Staff

by Catherine Northington '12
A&E Editor

Guilty Pleasure
Musical Artist?

All-Time Favorite
Movie?

What Do You
Think of Twilight?

Favorite
Childhood Book?

Miley Cyrus or
Taylor Swift?

Neither. I am,
I guess, too old.
Apartment 3

Wild Strawberries
Soundtracks to musicals like
Godspell, Jesus Christ Superstar,
Dr. Costello
and Joseph and the Amazing
Associate Professor of Philosophy TechnicolorDreamcoat.

by Ezra Jack Keats
I am unfamiliar
completely with Twilight.

The Shawshank
Redemption

The

GREAT

Gatsby

I prefer Buffy the
Vampire Slayer.

Fr. Cuddy

Public Enemy

Chaplain

Dr. Donohoe
Professor of Mathematics

Carl Phillip Emanuel
Bach. I know, I know
he's so commercial
but I can't help it.
Don'tjudge.

SHAWSHANK

'There's a Party
in the USA."

The Great Gatsby
This is a tough one. I am
sure this movie business
isjustafadsolhaven't
been paying much
attention to it. Was that a
mistake, do you think?

It's definitely an
important time of
day. Without twilight,
Night would be upon
us too suddenly. Two

thumbs up for you
Twilight! Also, dawn

Gibbon's The Decline
and Fall of The
Roman Empire was
the one I smuggled
into bed with me
back in the day.
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Both are equally qualified to
serve on the Supreme Court
in myopinion.

deserves a shout out!

Edge of Darkness
Gibson Returns in a Fatalistic, Fantastic Thriller
by Ryan Waxon T2
A&E Staff

Remember that Australian actor
who knew what women wanted, was
notorious for his ability to consume
massive amounts of alcohol, and
thought the Jews were to blame for
all the wars in the world? No, I am
not talking about Robert Downey Jr. I
am talking about Mel 'No Nonsense'
Gibson. Absent from the screen for
the last seven and a half years due
to a messy DUI and sexist/racist
comments, he makes his return as an
old-fashioned badass.
The Edge of Darkness is in many
ways the perfect vehicle for Gibson's
Hollywood return. It plays to all of his
sensibilities as an ador and reminds us
why we even liked the guy in the first
place. This will be the first in a series of
movies that will work on restoring his
public image as well as his career.
The film opens up with Boston
Detective Thomas Craven
(Mei
Gibson) picking up his slightly
estranged daughter Emma (Bojana
Novakovic) from the train station
for a weekend of relaxation. Emma
grows violently ill and vomits for
the entire car ride home. Her illness
worsens to the point that she has
to go to the hospital. Tom holds
onto Emma as they walk out the
front door. Suddenly, a van pulls
up in front of them and two masked
men get out. One of the men yells
"CRAVEN" as the other pulls out a
shotgun and kills Emma.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.COLLIDER.COM

This all occurs during the first
seven minutes of film. The unfolding
drama grips the viewer's attention
with force. I really like how the film
starts up quickly and continues at
a great pace throughout. Instead of
taking a period of time to grieve,
Craven gets right on the case to find
out who killed his daughter.
From here the investigation leads
Craven to uncover an entire conspiracy
behind Emma's death, which may
be linked to her employment at a
nuclear testing facility in northern
Massachusetts. Much of the plot seems
like it was lifted from last year's Taken,
with an additional anti-corporate/
anti-government theme in order to
avoid full-on plagiarism.

Director Martin Campbell, most
famous for his helming of the Bond
films Golden Eye and Casino Royale, does
a nice job of keeping the film together
and creating a realistic environment.
Boston is beautifully shot and
constantly looms in the background
as Craven furiously moves around the
city looking for answers.
My biggest problems with the
film are rooted within the screenplay
itself. The flashback scenes of Emma
as a child and later as a spirit are
unnecessary and are in many ways
cheesy. They don't quite fit with the
overall tone, and frequently made
me laugh out loud. I also didn't fully
appreciate how crazy the story gets
during the second half of the film.

Some of the corporate themes get
turned on overdrive and it is almost
too much to handle.
Another noteworthy performance
besides Gibson was Darius Jedburgh
(Ray Winstone), a CIA officer involved
with the murder. Winstone is able to
speak softly and say menacing lines
without even showing the slightest bit
of emotion.
Overall I thought this film was good;
it serves as a great excuse for Mel Gibson
to kick a lot of ass. If you have missed
him it is a fitting homecoming for a
man that was once one of the kings of
Hollywood.

Grade: B+
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Outrage at the Oscars
Hurt Locker.

Inglourious Basterds:

"War is a Drug." Well I wouldn't really
know, never tried it, but the movie
insists so. But wow, this one, hits hard
like heroin. Taut and Gripping and
other adjectives along that line. This
explosion among the rubble is one of
the brighter blasts on celluloid.

This has been hailed as Tarantino's
masterpiece (I beg you, read no further if
you haven't seen it). The conversations are
enthralling, the brief action exciting, and
well, they kill Hitler, like, they just shoot his
face up. I can't decide if this is a pile of pulp
or an amalgamation of movie elements that
ends in the peak point of Tarantino's style.
District 9:

Avatar.

We all know Fern Gully got
robbed, so maybe James
Cameron's big baby brain
child should win out of
poetic justice. But beyond
the jaw-shattering special
effects, I'm not so sure
there's much to chew on.
A Serious Man:

The Coens rule most genres.
I mean they rule, conquer,
pillage. A Serious Man, less
like a viking, more like
synchronized swimmer.

Up in the Air.

George Clooney is his usual
foxy self. I like that. In fact, I
like most things about this
movie, no complaints here.

Precious:

I can't joke about this one.
Precious is unbelieveable and
deserves to be here. I know I
sound like I'm standing here
with tongue lolling, but, it's
well deserved.

Ah, here it is, kiddies. It's
that time of year that...well.
very few of us have been anticipating:
Oscar season. But who could blame all those
pop culture fiends out there for cherishing this,
the most Oscar-ful time of the year? After all, the
Academy Awards ceremony boasts such wonders
as the blinding bleached-white smiles of Botoxsoaked celebrity, the artful grace of raw and
shamelessly commercialized talent, and (of
course) yet another opportunity for some of
the world's most overrated Hollywood-ites to

congratulate each other on their exorbitant
features. Hm.

It's not all so bad, though. It's true that we live
in a world of entertainment that favors
the grossly ostentatious over the
truly sophisticated—but once
embittered cynics like me get
over the commercialism of the
Oscars, we can learn to embrace
it as one of America's most purely
| entertaining and self-indulgent
guilty pleasures. We gobble it up
like so many Cowl-writers engorge
themselves on their Wednesday
evening pizza. Here we go again,
movie lovers—Grammys, eat your
heart out. -CN

The pair of a partly touching
story of despiration with
alien weirdness and a touch
of political undertones is
quite fun. But as hot as the
prawns are, this boils down
to a fun thought provoker,
not a tour deforce.

Up:

Pixar? yes. Touching? yes.
Funny? yes. Did I cry? Maybe,
probably not though, not
like I'd tell you anyway. Oscar
worthy? only if dogs can talk.

The Blind Side:

My God. My God. No really,
My. God. The process that
made this movie?Take a true
story. Contort it Bathe it in
the light of Lifetime. Crap out
a piece of blubbering bull.

An Education:

Well. I didn't see this one.
Not sure anyone else did
either. But the hearsay is
good stuff.

- John Mango '11

EDITOR vs. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Board Game
Catherine Northington

Favorite Board Game: Whoonu

Her Thoughts: I tried to resist the Cranium craze, but Whoonu
is too good to pass up. As each round begins, one player is
designated as the "Whoozit" (Cranium games tend to involve
stupid, pointless, yet TOTALLY KOOKY names like that). Rather
than being based on intensely strategic business decisions and
vengeful capitalist ideologies, Whoonu incorporates personal
taste and a creative energy that brings about hilarous results with
each round. The rankings inevitably inspire light-hearted debates,
refutations, and rebuttals from across the board. Whoonu is
reminiscent of Apples to Apples, another rockin' party game.
Another honorable mention: Scattergories.

Her Views of Nahuel: Talk about cop-outs. Everyone likes Mo
nopoly. . .in theory. Playing Monopoly always seems like a good
idea at the time. Then you realize that nobody has the attention
span for a game that lasts that many hours, and that property
value isn't a very thrilling premise for a board game in the first
place. Also, I don't think any Monopoly player in the world
knows how much money everyone is supposed to start out
with, which leads to countless arguments before, during, and
after gameplay. It's rare that anyone ends up actually finishing
the game, and if they do, then it probably ends in tears (if not
of tears of boredom, then tears of rage due to the injustices of
capitalist mogulism).

Nahuel Faniul-Arguijo

Favorite Board Game: Monopoly

His Thoughts: There are no replacements for the classic games.
Connect Four, Battleships, Hungry Hungry Hippos, and of course
the best of the best, Monopoly. The battle for Baltic Avanue, New
York Avenue, and the Railroads (underrated but worth the fight)
will never get boring. Catherine can judge me for choosing such
a bland pick for best boardgame, but I say nay Catherine, this is
not bland, it's sticking to your roots. You choose your boot, dog,
or thimble (oh little silver thimble, how I miss you), and you start
the game of life. And yes, it's the game of life because it does take a
lifetime to play, and every second is worth it. Even that split second
when your stupidhead (thanks for the word choice, Katie Caliva)
friend flips the board over because he has landed on the "go to jail"
spot yet again is a priceless moment and a necessity to the game.
And I heard that the "get out of jail free" card is based on something
from real life...so that would be nice to get soon.

His Views of Catherine: I can't say much about this "Whoonu"
game you chose to talk about. I've never heard of it. But it's a
Cranium game, which by generalization, I can just assume that it
blows. Cranium games are for nerdy elementary school kids with
oversized heads (not the kind that make you look smart, the kind
that make you look like a bobble-head). So put down your crayon
Catherine, and act your age: this game is for three year-olds.
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THE PREDICTIONS
by John Vaghi '10
Editor-in-Chief

with Chris Crawford '10
Sports Staff

Picks ofthe Week
by Sarah Dombroski '13
A&E Staff

Movie: The Sting (1973)
Cue the Entertainer. The Sting
looks and sounds like a musical
comedy without songs, leaving
in their place old-fashioned, toe
tapping, head-shakin', beat-makin'
piano rags that easily evoke an
aura of 1930s America. The comedy
unites the team of Paul Newman
and Robert Redford with director
George Roy Hill for the second
time since Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid, and tells the story of a
couple of confident men swindling
those of the great city of Chicago in
1936. Henry Gondoroff (Newman)
mentors Johnny Hooker (Redman)
in his ways of the world in order
to make Mr. Hooker's dream of
pulling off the "Big Con" a reality.
An undeniably charming film, The
Sting thrusts charisma at its viewers
from beginning to end because it is
so obviously aware of what it's up to:
a good-natured, almost con-game of
a movie experience—keeping you
curious even after its conclusion.

2010 is already shaping up to be one of the best years of the decade;
it has given us the top-grossing movie of all time, the "Pants on the
Ground" guy, and an unhealthy obsession with dago mustaches and the
word gobagool. Aside from 2010 being the year that the Internet finally
runs out of room and the year that we trace the cause of global warming
back to the rampant spewings of Glenn Beck, here are some other offkilter predictions for the year before the year before the world ends.

PERCENTAGE PC TUITION WILL INCREASE BY: With incoming freshmen facing
a preposterous 15 percent increase in tuition, one can only guess how much
more the administration can raise it without fearing revolt. Hopefully Chris
Dodd will find a little extra money in his 401k to shovel into our endowment
fund and the yearly tuition hike can revert back to its usual six percent.
BANK MOST LIKELYTO FAIL: Sovereign. Still reeling from the tuition upsurge,
freshmen will consequently default on their loans and send our unassuming
on-campus bank into insolvency. The mob scene outside of Slavin with
students demanding money to meet their monthly payments will be
reminiscent of the angry townsfolk in front of the Bailey Building and Loan
in It's a Wonderful Life.
ATHLETE CURRENTLY REDEFINING SPORTS THAT WE'LL COME TO FIND IS
ACTUALLY NIHILISTIC JAPANESE ROBOT THING FROM THE FUTURE:
That doofy hockey player on the Capitals.
COUNTRY BONO WILL ARBITRARILY DECIDE TO SUPPORT: Dominican
Republic. Since becoming a popular PC spring break destination, the island
will be left in tatters come mid-March after droves of students reaffirm what
it means to be one of the top liquor cultures in the Northern Hemisphere.
Operation Red Cup does not apply in international territory.

WHAT PETA WILL SCOLD US FOR NEXT: Since PETA lashed out at innocuous
figure skater Johnny Weir for donning an outfit speckled with fox fur, it won't
be long before the animal-loving ideologues from Virginia start asking cities
like Hamburg, Germany and Fishkill, N.Y. and bands like The Pet Shop Boys
to change their names to something less malevolent. Actually, PETA already
tried that...watch out, Jeff Foxworthy, Bob Barker and K-Cass Horseman.
WHAT ENVIRONMENTALISTS WILL SCOLD US FOR NEXT: Paper cuts.
Absurd concept that will become a horrifying reality: Jurassic Park. God
creates dinosaur, God destroys dinosaur. God creates man, man destroys
God, man writes book Jurassic Park, book Jurassic Park destroys man, man
creates real Jurassic Park, Disney turns real Jurassic Park into profitable
children's attraction.

WHAT WE WILL BE WEARING: Anything from a haberdashery.

WHAT WE WILL BE WEARING ON OUR SLEEVES: The spit up of that Asian baby
we just adopted.
RETRO TECHNOLOGY THAT WILL MAKE A COMEBACK: Over the past few
years, record player and vinyl sales have seen resurgence as the proliferation
of digital audio has sparked a nostalgic desire for old-fashioned LPs and
that reassuring crackly sound they make as they spin. Along a similar vein,
I'm tempted to predict a comeback in those gaudily behemoth laser-discs
and the dysfunctional misery they often generated in seventh grade history
class-but 2010 will undoubtedly be the year of the typewriter. Forget the
iPad and its confounding touchscreen keyboard; bring back the liberating
inability to backspace or spell-check.

THING WE'LL ALL START DOING ONCE OUR ARMS BECOMETOO SORE FROM
ALL THAT FIST PUMPING: Erratic winking.
MOST LIKELY TO DESTROY EARTH BEFORE 2012: Though CERN's Large
Hadron Collider is set to start smashing protons again very soon, it won't
begin maximum energy collisions until 2013, so we might not have to worry
about black holes gobbling us all up until then. But with last year's ravaging
Conficker computer worm and H1N1 introducing us to the terror of hybrid
diseases, look for some sort of organic/digital virus to sweep cyberspace,
permeate through our keyboards, and infect us all, annihilating both the
human and tech worlds in an ironic apocalypse that we can all insipidly blog
about in the afterlife.

RELIGION THAT SCIENCE WILL FINALLY BE ABLE TO DISPROVE: Buddhism.
WHERE WE'LL BE EMBEZZLING MONEY FROM: Collegiate student-run
newspapers; that Taco Bell down the street.
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Album:

The Last Waltz
by The Band
Held on Thanksgiving Day,
Nov. 25, 1978, The Last Waltz has
made its mark in history. Although
seemingly just a concert performed
to mark the end of The Band's
memorable touring career, The
Last Waltz became so much more.
It brought in over a dozen special
guests, the likes of which included
Eric Clapton, Neil Diamond, and
Bob Dylan, but the unique aspect
of the entire affair was that it was
filmed live by Martin Scorsese. As
we all know, anything filmed by
Scorsese is going to be gold, which
is exactly how I would categorize
The Last Waltz: solid gold. The film
is widely considered to be the best
concert film ever made. Look out
for the song "Stagefright," which is
my favorite on the album.

Book:

The Catcher in the Rye
by J.D. Salinger
Due to the fact that The Catcher in
the Rye is my favorite book, and its
famously reclusive author just died,
I felt that the PC public should once
again be reminded of the prose that
poured out of Salinger's pen, and
how much it meant to everyone.
Rye chronicles the classic story
of teenage rebellion through the
mouth of its protagonist, Holden
Caulfield. Holden, known for his
foul language and point-blank
statements, easily captured the
hearts of America as the fighter of
the phonies and king of the liars.
In this tale of redemption, Holden
reminds us that "People always
think something's all true," and
most of the time there are shades
of gray to every seemingly black
and white situation—except for the
statement that The Catcher in the Rye
is certainly a classic to keep on your
bedside table. That, my friends, is
certainly all true.
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Who Wants to be an MMA Fighter?
Heisman Winner, Power Ranger, and More WWE Stars Making Their MMA Start
by Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo '11
A&E Editor
Mixed martial arts is growing, we
can't deny that, but UFC is not the only
organization helping with the movement.
Sure, UFC is the most valuable and
noteworthy promoter in the MMA world,
but there are other companies biting at
its meaty, taped-up ankles. UFC stars
are changing companies (most notably,
Dan Henderson's move to Strikeforce),
and more athletes are taking their shots
at MMA. We can't forget Jose Canseco's
attempt at MMA for Dream organization
last May; it was just flat-out embarrassing.
But don't get me wrong; Herschel Walker,
Jason David Frank, and Bobby Lashley
are not the same situations. So, why are
more and more athletes taking their shots
at this brutal sport?
Strikeforce (one of UFC's rising
competitors) has grown as a result of a
respectable promotion since its MMA
start in 2006, and is starting to make
bigger waves with some star-studded
fighters. They had a great event on Jan. 30,
with co-main event title shots including
Nick Diaz taking the Welterweight belt
from Marius Zaromskis and Cristiane
"Cyborg" Santos defending her
Women's Featherweight title against
Marloes Coenen. But those weren't the
big names in this event.
Strikeforce hopped on the Brock
Lesnar bandwagon and signed expro-wrestling star Bobby Lashley to
fight The Ultimate Fighter 10 contestant
and UFC veteran Wes Sims. This is
an understandable move for Lashley

Beer
of the Week
Brewery: Magic Hat Brewing Co.
Style: Amber Lager
ABV: 5.1%
Country of Origin: United States
Region: Burlington, Vt.

Appearance: Vinyl pours a deep
mahogany color, finishing to a thick, airy,
off-white head which dissipates quickly.
Smell: The nose is fresh and clean.
It is composed mainly of citrus notes,
malt sweetness and a subtle alcohol
aroma in the background.
Taste: The taste is dominated by the
malt sweetness in the front of the
palate. The hop bitterness is very
mild, and the finish is more acrid
than an amber should be. There are
pronounced roasted barley flavors that
do not complement the overall body of
this beer well at all.

after seeing his past WWE co-worker's
increasing fame and his conquering
of the Heavyweight title in the UFC.
Lashley ended up dominating Wes Sims
in about two minutes of the first round,
and I doubt Lashley will struggle to
find the same fame that Brock Lesnar
found so quickly.
The biggest shock to the Strikeforce
lineup was the debut of Heisman Trophy
winner and NFL superstar, Herschel
Walker. After football, he started his
search for more competition, which
included trying out for the Olympic
sprint team, but only made a short
stint for the two-man bobsled team in
1992 (getting seventh place). Now he
seems settled following his tae-kwondo background and beginning a career
in MMA at 47 years old, and also getting
his first win of this new career. Herschel
seems to love the thrill of the game,
and at almost half a century old, he still
shows his love for competition and his
need for it.
Outside of Strikeforce, for Lonestar
Beatdown: Houston, everyone's favorite
childhood ninja made his MMA debut.
Jason David Frank, also known as
Tommy the Green Power Ranger, had
his first fight against Jonathan Mack
same night that Strikeforce had its
event. Jason has been studying martial
arts since the age of four, and getting
a black belt by age 12. You might have
expected (maybe just hoped for) Jason
Frank to get a worse beat up than Lord
Zedd used to give him, but he held his
own. He received a few good punches,

but he ended the fight quickly and
skillfully with an omaplata submission
that no one saw coming.
These stars have finally made their
switch to MMA, and I don't see them
leaving anytime soon. So what could
these people be thinking going into
this sport? Herschel is searching for
new, harder competition; Lashley is
probably looking to make the switch
from fake pro-wrestling to a real sport;
Jason Frank is following his life-time
love for martial arts and turning it

into an actual career after he beat up
too many Putty Patrollers. But, don't
think this is just some pseudo Celebrity
Boxing; these are trained fighters with
an urge to win and show off their
skills. These are actual MMA fighters.
Jose Canseco can run his mouth all
he wants, but if he keeps calling out
Herschel Walker for a fight, he will
realize what it means to be a true MMA
fighter and not just a sideshow getting
paid so that Los Angeles Angels fans
can watch a rival get beat down.

Magic Hat Vinyl
by Chris Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff

Mouthfeel: The beer is surprisingly
light. Most of the mouthfeel is dictated
by the carbonation, which is strong for
a beer with such a thin head.
Drinkability: You got me again,
Magic Hat, with all the slick graphics
and hip marketing. Oh, I like records
so I should like this beer, right? Wrong.
Aside from Lucky Kat, a very solid and
well-hopped ale, nothing coming out of
Magic Hat has been even decent lately.
Introducing Howl (C-), Wacko (C-), the
past two Odd Notions (Undrinkable),
and canceling production of Hocus
Pocus (A-), one of my all time favorites
hands down, has put me in bad sorts
with my once-favorite brewery. Don't
bother with Vinyl. It's not worth the
money and it's not worth the try.
Overall Grade: C+

Legends of the Hidden Temple
by Neil Andrew Francisco '10
A&E Staff

Growing up in the '90s makes
you a fan of Legends of the Hidden
Temple. Now, we all loved the fact
that kids our age were running
through a maze trying to complete
certain tasks, but I don't think we
truly appreciated the benefits this
show presented to our childhood. It
taught us competitiveness; everyone
wanted a chance to go through
Olmec's maze. It taught us to be
diligent in our studies by testing us
on the Steps of Knowledge. It taught
us the importance of being active,
primarily through the elaborate
obstacle courses. In truth, though,
every aspect of that show motivated
me to be a better person. Some people
say the individuals that inspire us the
most are our parents; however, I say
it was the voice of Olmec.
With Olmec telling stories about
Xerxes, Roland, and Napoleon,
what need is there to attend any
more Civ history lectures? There
were even comical items, such as
The Trojan Horseshoe and The
Walking Stick of Harriet Tubman.
Do not be confused —these were
all insightful in their own ways.
That quick five-minute story in the
beginning was enough to entice me
into reading some Herodotus. Okay,
so that might be an exaggeration,
but knowing the background
information really helped me do
well in Civ!
I remember having bad dreams
about running through the temple
and being captured by a Temple
Guard. That stuff freaked me out.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.CHRISTINAMAKI.COM

You never knew when they would
jump out. It could be fight when
you entered The Dark Forest or right
after you finally put together the
Silver Monkey (you had to watch
out for that head though; it was a
tricky one). Who wouldn't freak out
when a weird guy dressed in Mayan
sentinel clothing jumped out and
grabbed him?
The Legends of the Hidden Temple
costume is always a popular one for
Halloween. It's important to stay
close to your roots. Legends of the
Hidden Temple was just one of the
many things that helped shape who
we are today.
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Mario Returns
Mario & Luigi: Bowser's Inside
by Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo 'll
A&E Editor

I've always said it; Mario & Luigi RPGs
are the best games ever. Sure, Mario is
known for his side scrolling adventures,
stomping on turtles and taking
mushrooms, and he recently took a wild
trip to outer space, but his rendezvous with
Luigi always gave the most enjoyment to
the fans who are willing to go deeper into
these princess saving stories.
It all started with the original
Mario RPG: The Legend of the Seven
Stars, which will never leave my list
of top 10 best games ever, and from
there, a new genre of Mario was
created. This led to the Paper Marios
and the most recent Mario RPGs for
the Nintendo handheld systems,
the Game Boy, and Nintendo DS. If
you're a fan of the original styled
Mario, then you probably have not

Overall Grade: C-

Concept: Overall it has a great
concept for a story, but it doesn't
make up for the irritations of the
game.
Graphics: Beautiful worlds with
beautiful color, and all done in an
almost perfectly simple way.
Sound: Typical Mario music. And who
could keep from laughing as Mario and
Luigi argue in their Italian gibberish?
Playability: Too simple for an RPG,
which only makes the game more boring.
Replay Value: Very low.

touched these games, but if you're
just a plain ol' Nintendo nerd,
and you've ventured into these
exceptional RPGs, then I'm sure you
know what I'm talking about.
Now, let's not get too ahead of
ourselves. I should stop ranting about
the greatness of these Mario RPGs
because the newest of the bunch, Mario
& Luigi: Bowser's Inside Story is not up
to par. Sure, you still get the great story,
the witty comments, and tire long (and
let me put emphasis on "long") gaming
play, but I think Nintendo is trying too
hard to reel in the under 12 demographic.
These RPGs used to aim for the
higher intelligence leveled gamers,
who like puzzle solving more than just
rushing through a 2-D level, but Bowser's
Inside Story treated me like a 7-year-old
chimpanzee who likes to sniff his finger
after sticking it up his butt. The game
could have cut about 70 percent of its
game time if they didn't have to explain
every single detail of every single thing,
which happens about 30 times.
To cut the game some slack, this
was a clever story. In most of the Mario
RPGs, you join forces with Bowser and
other unlikely characters (Princess
Peach, Toad, and the fan favorite, but
not well known Geno), but this game
does it better than just the boring "let's
join forces for the greater good" crap.
Bowser sucks Mario and Luigi into
his body, and you have to work from
inside him to save the kingdom and
the Princess. It sounds ridiculous, and
it is, but it is still a well-created plot.

Kitchen Corner

Heat Up With
Some Soup!
by Claire Pevoto TO
A&E Staff
Nothing can warm you up from the
cold like a big bowl of soup, and there
is no easier way to use up random
leftover groceries than to make it
yourself! No matter what you've got
in your pantry, follow these general
instructions and you will be toasty and
satisfied in no time.
If you would like meat in your soup,
start off by cooking it to your liking.
Brown some ground beef or turkey in
a pan, grill some chicken or turkey and
hand-shred it, or saute and slice a few
sausage links. Not feeling carnivorous?
Just skip this step.
Next, dice about a pound or so of
vegetables. Pretty much whatever
you've got in your fridge will work—
this is your time to use up leftover
veggies! Including onion and minced
garlic is always a good idea. Saute them
in butter or olive oil in the bottom of a
big soup pot over medium-low heat.
You may want to add garlic a little later
than the rest of the vegetables because
it easily burns.
If you prepared meat from step
one, add this to the vegetables. If you
want to include spices or dried herbs,
sprinkle them over the cooking mixture
as well. Let it continue to simmer until
the vegetables are softened and a nice
fragrance develops—probably around
10 or 15 minutes.
Next comes about four cups of liquid.
You can use chicken, vegetable, or beef
stock, broth, canned crushed tomatoes
in their juice, or even water if you really

have no other options. Adding a splash
of wine or beer for our of-age chefs can
also give an interesting twist.
Turn the heat up to high. Bring the
soup to a boil, then reduce the heat to
low and let this simmer for about an
hour. If you would like to add pasta or
rice, just toss it in when you have an
appropriate time remaining (e.g. if your
pasta takes 10 minutes to cook according
to the directions, add it after the soup
has simmered for 50 minutes).
When the pasta or rice is done, taste
your soup. If it needs extra flavor from
some juice, vinegar, cream, or cheese, add
it now and let it cook a few more minutes.
If you would like a blended soup,
pour about half of it into a blender,
puree, and add back to the soup. You
can always add more liquid if it is too
thick for your liking.
Pat yourself on the back and enjoy
your very own "Chef (insert-namehere)'s Secret Soup!"
Some ideas to get you started:
- Sweet potatoes, regular potatoes, and
carrots in vegetable broth, blended.
Ground beef, potatoes, and
mushrooms in crushed tomatoes in
their juice.
- Shredded chicken, celery, carrots, in
chicken broth with noodles—homemade
chicken noodle soup!

Graphics are what you would
expect: simple and colorful. The worlds
in Mario always seem to amaze me in
simplicity and beauty, and Bowser's
Inside Story is like the rest in this
aspect. You won't get bored of walking
around the same places over and over
again; err, well, actually I did, but you
won't get bored of looking at them
at least.
Ultimately, this game has its
ups and downs. I couldn't stay
away from it because it was a
Mario RPG, and I'm a huge
fan, but I really started to
hate myself for playing
this game day-in and dayout. The game is too easy, too
wordy at times, and just not
enough fun for the amount of
time you have to put into it. It
breaks my heart to give this
game a bad review, but it
really didn't live up to the
greatness of past Mario
RPG games.

Taste

theTown
On a mission to find some of
Providence's best Mexican food, my
guest of honor and I headed to Smith
Street to the new restaurant Cantina,
located next to the popular LaSalle
Bakery. Confused by its ice cream parlor
essence, we drove further down Smith
Street to I Love Mexico Bar and Grille, a
traditional, tacky-yet-delightful Hispanic
restaurant. We were greeted by palm
tree rope lights and three Mexicans who
gave off the 'this is my territory' gaze as
our North Faces try to hide their logos.
The awkward silence was a momentary
setback, until a Spanish version of
Flo Rida's "Right Round" filled in the
ambiance.
We seated ourselves and were
immediately handed the "I Love
Mexico" menus. At first, I was a little
disappointed at the small selection of
Mexican food. The three-page menu
consisted of only one page of Mexican
food with the rest filled in with
"American Delights": spaghetti, chicken
parmigiana, and other American
restaurant staples. This could be a
negative, but being the indecisive person
that I am, I was glad I did not have to
mull over five different variations of the
quesadilla. The restaurant is reasonably
priced with the majority of the main
Mexican dishes below $10. Margarita
pitchers are the exception at $30 each.
We ordered the "Loaded Nachos"
with "homemade cheese" to start, as
well as a pitcher of raspberry virgin
margaritas. These were not your typical
loaded nachos, which are usually
flooded in guacamole, sour cream, and
salsa. Maybe this is because the folks at
I Love Mexico pride themselves on using
all-natural foods and no preservatives.

I Love Mexico Bar and Grille
Smith Hill
283 Smith Street
by Lindsay Sheehan '11
A&E Staff

I recommend asking for a side of their
homemade salsa, but I warn you that it
has a spicy kick.
For the main course it was the
Enchiladas Rojas for me and the
Vegetarian Quesadilla for my date.
The enchilada, which comes with a
side of rice, was a little dry on the meat
side, but its special cheese sauce added
flavor. The quesadilla was said to be
"one of the best I have ever had."
We had our choice of Jell-O and
typical cake options for dessert. We
opted for the Tres Leches Mexican
cake. Translation: three milks. It is
essentially what it reads: cake soaked
in milk. Results: surprisingly delicious,
if you like vanilla.
If you're looking for a place to have a
good time, I recommend this restaurant
during the week. The sound of pumping
RIPTA brakes replaces the Spanish
guitars between each song change leaving
you with potential awkward silences.
However, if you're looking for a Mexican
fiesta, Friday or Saturday night would be
a great hangout for you and your amigos.
There are some good drink specials for
those of you who have hit the big 2-1. If
you feel like getting a little crazy you can
request the menu en espanol.
Overall, I give I Love Mexico a
B+. Despite a language barrier, the
fabulous tacky interior decorations,
and the post-Mexican indigestion, we
left saying "I love Mexico."
Phone: 401-273-2026
www.ilovemexicobarandgrille.com
No reservations necessary.
Take out available.
Hours:
lla.m-la.m. Sunday to Thursdays
lla.m.-2 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays
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PC IN PICTURES
Compiled by Sara Spirito '11
Dan Nieto '11
Stephen Mendelsohn '11

LEFT: Student band Temporary Audio
(Andy Shea, Ben Perry, and Nate Hogg) perform
at AS220 on Jan. 30

KELLY PHILLIPS ’12/THE COWL

SARA SPIRITO ’12 /THE COWL

ABOVE: Fr. Batts leads the MLK Luncheon in
prayer on Jan. 26 in '64 Hall

ABOVE: Student pro
duction of The Effect of
Gamma Rays on Manin-the-Moon Marigolds
in the Smith Center,
the weekends of Jan.
29 and Feb. 5

Photo courtesy of
the Department of
Theatre Dance and
Film

RIGHT:Studentwinners
ofthe Battle ofthe Brains
competition,which
took place in Slavin on

Jan. 30
KELLY PHILLIPS ’12/THECOWL
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Bad Romance by Rich Finn '10

J.D. Salinger by Bridget Reed '11

Dr. Woods by Derek Knox '11

Slavin Squirrel by Andrew Cupelo '10
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How to Kiss: A Lecture

photo courtesy Lajla Borg Jensen

by Conor Leary 'll
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Fiction

There's something to say about how
long a breath takes to come up out of
your lungs and pass slowly out of
your lips. Yes, it's something natural,
and without the physical process of
breathing, your skin would always be
a nice shade of blue. But it's something
incredibly noticeable when you've
reached an intimate amount of space
between you and another person.
When you've crossed a boundary, or
three hundred. When you're about to
complicate friendships, throw rivalries
out the metaphorical window, or violate
the barriers set between an absolute
stranger and yourself by placing your
face right in front of theirs. Or allowing
theirs to get very close to yours. Close to
theirs. Closer than it's ever been before.
When you lay lip upon lip, and when

you tuck your lower one under their
upper one. By getting so close, you kiss
someone. Anyone. I think.
It's considerably different these days,
the vicinities that are acceptable and
unacceptable by society, by culture,
and by the people that compose both
culture and society. You can sit next to
a girl in your biology class, even during
the lessons on sexual reproduction. You
can stand in line at the unemployment
office with men. You can slap a fellow
sportsman on the butt as a compliment
on a successful play in same-sex sports.
You cannot wolf-whistle at women
in the office without receiving a visit
from a court officer and hearing their
nice little catchphrase: "You've been
served." It's harassment. You can bathe
in public showers though. You can
wonder at what people look like naked.
That's called using your imagination.
You cannot watch people getting
dressed. That's against the law and
you'll be visited by a very different

kind of officer if you peep. You can hug
men and women. Europeans even share
kisses on the cheek with practically
everyone. Americans, not so much.
You take your time. You plan the
perfect strategy most of the time. You go
over it again and again in your dreams,
over the lip of red Solo cups, and
across the classroom where the sight
of them is always enough to distract
you, even from the always-compelling
sexual reproduction lectures. You
don't exactly practice, but you let your
breath linger out of your lips when
you're just breathing, slightly prepared
and pursed, so the wind is siphoned
out, delicate and airy. You imagine
them close, breathing their own airy
and delicate breaths. You taste them.
You check your breath constantly and
chew minty gums until your jaw hurts.
Anywhere you go. Anywhere.
You'll never know if you're doing it
right. Even when it's happening, you'll
stand there with your hands placed
firmly at your side, not knowing
whether to make the second move (the
first one already initiated by the lip
play you're currently experiencing).
Just stand there.- Enjoy it. Savor the
moment when you sense their lungs
rising to release a breath. Don't bother
with your hands. Don't re-enact some
movie moment by cupping their
cheeks or skimming your fingers
through their hair. It's not worth it.
When there's a break, honor it, even
when they pull away to breathe for
just a second, or linger for a moment
to think. Watch them touch their lips.
Don't count how long they touch them.
Just enjoy the first second.
Watch for a reaction! Wait and
hope to God they are not regretting
what just happened. It's something
that could always happen. You
could have misjudged the signs and
therefore built your entire strategy on
a deceptive foundation. When they
pull away, it could all fall out from
beneath you.
They could look up at you with a
thousand emotions in their eyes, all

distinct and crippling. They'll use the
eyes that haunted your dreams, that
you longed to catch looking at you from
over red Solo cups, that you hoped
would turn towards you on just the right
piece of sexually-reproductive jargon.
Embarrassment, die what-just-happened
kind. Confusion, the where-did-thatcome-from kind. Humor, the mocking
kind. Humor, the entertained kind.
Shock, the oh-my-God-I-cannot- believethis-just-happened-with-him kind! With
her! With them! Rejection, the never-in-athousand-years kind. Pity, the I-like-youbut-I-don't-like-like-you kind. Suspense,
the what-are-you-going-to-do-next kind.
Passionate, the what-are-you-goingto-do-next kind. Drunk, the slurring
compliment kind. Uncertainty, the whatdoes-this-mean kind. Or emptiness. Just
nothing there. Nothing.
Never regret it. Don't let yourself
do such a thing. Never regret it and
never, ever try to forget it. Never
forget the feeling of listening to your
heart pounding in your ears and the
moment it went mute. Never forget the
life you felt, the mysterious breath you
swallowed, the taste of it. Never forget
the first move, or the second, or the
third, or the end. Remember the kiss no
matter who it's with or what it means.
They'll mean something in the end.
Every kiss will.
Try and be the one to end it though.
When you are touching your lips
repeatedly, back and forth, gaining
territory and being pushed back in
friendly competition. When pillows
and blankets get involved, when your
fingers get caught in sleeves and straps,
and when you laugh into them and they
laugh into you. Pull away. Smile. Sneak
one last kiss. And then turn away.
(It's okay if you turn back. For a look.
For a little jog back over. For a hug. For
another kiss. For one last one. It's okay
if the first thing you do is start making
plans for the next one. Your next kiss.
Even if it's not with the same person.
Even if it can't be. That's okay too.)

Poems By

Google

Element
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Portfolio Editor

by Kaly Thayer '10
Portfolio Staff

How...
how to solve a rubix cube
how to tie a tie
how to talk to girls
how to kiss
how I met your mother
how to cook a turkey
how to lose weight after the holidays
how to get pregnant
how do I love thee

The Sunday evening chill
holds out resolutely
Indefatigable moment
Inimical thought

Out of my element
in the unchecked vortex
Derisive pretentions
Delicate heart
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Ode to a Philosophy
Professor

Portfolio Staff

by Tom Nailor ’12
The old man on the sidewalk sleeps on his feet. He bays at the
bays that suggest something beyond the stony facade. He cries for
the cornices and traces their tragedies with his flaking fingertips.
Under the eaves he huddles away from the sun, only stepping out
for the rain.

Portfolio Staff

A boy walks by with gum in his cheek and a knife in his back pocket.
He hasn’t slept for days. At ten his parents still consider him colicky.
At twenty the doctors still won’t have anything to say. We’ll all
be too sad to call it depression. Perhaps it’s just his tear ducts. A
malfunction. We’re too far gone to consider the soul.

his eyes are always misanthropic
wet and wildly myopic, hidden behind
Coke-bottle lenses, atop, the fuzzy skuzzy eyebrows
of a Muppet vault black rimmed walls,
hair almost always askew, seeming as if
he can’t even see you, a dollop
of shaving cream behind his left ear
as if perched precariously on the bone
a slice of mandible pie served up ala mode

Across the street, up the stairs, three doors down in the hallway to
the right, four cubicles to the left and in between the water cooler
and the crumpled piled of big business aspirations sits the king of
intelligent consternation. On his left arm he has a tattoo of a tulip
and an hourglass. On his right he has the name of Oaxaca’s greatest
lover, the derelict and beautiful Dominga, famous for her fat red lips,
her powerful thighs and the scent of sawdust and fruity stagnant
sweat that follows her everywhere. After ten years the scent still
lingers on his skin. One can smell it as they pass by.

he pats down the Pachydermian pockets
of his misaligned jacket, feeling the tug of an Idea
at the end of his line, even while we look back
with the eyes of dead-end harbor fish,
and he speaks of bow tie philosophy while
the crinkled cuffs of his shirt peek out
two nervous newly minted soldiers,
scholars, forced into the foxhole of Western Civilizations
unsure what to do in even these classroom situations

He always wanted a seat by the window. His cubicle sat flush
with the opposite wall. It was all a plaintive grey. But a seat by
the window would be nice. It was always so sunny there, and the
building across the way was beautiful.

But O! when he speaks of great men,
of dead men, he seems to speak then
for those who have no tongues but speak today,
for all those with empty lungs but words to say,

a Lorax for Nietzsche and Hegel and Marx
for Heidegger, Rousseau and Jean-Paul Sartre.

Just Waiting for Time to Pass
by Dara Plath '13
Portfolio Staff

Fiction

August 2, 1999: Today is a perfect
day. I'm wearing my favorite shirt; a
blue tank top with tiny red flowers
printed all over it. It makes me feel
more like a girl. Usually I throw on
the first shirt and pair of shorts I can
find, knowing that they're probably
going to become caked with mud
anyway. Zach says I shouldn't care
so much about how I look. He likes
my clothes just the way they are.
I'm sitting on my porch steps right
now, waiting for Zach to ride his bike
over. The steps are painted white
and are starting to peel. I pick at a
piece of paint, pulling it off to reveal
the soft wood underneath. The sun
bathes my bare legs with its warm
rays. I stretch each leg out, pointing
my green flip-flops towards the sky.
The movement causes a shiver to run
down my spine and into the tips of
my toes.
I watch the cars pass by on the road.
They race along at an intimidating
speed, kicking up dirt and sand on
their way. The pavement seems to
radiate an invisible heat, as if the sun
has turned it into thick, black lava. I
watch as it slowly makes its way by
my house and into town.
I see Zach. He's riding his new
lime green mountain bike without a
helmet, of course. Zach says helmets
are for people who aren't smart
enough to know when to slow down.
I don't wear a helmet either; I like to
think I'm one of those smart people.
He smiles and calls my name.
Elliot. I used to like my name. No
other girl I know has it and I thought
that made me special. Now I resent

it because everyone tells me it's
supposed to be a boy's name. I've
decided to start telling people my
name's Ellie. Zach says that's stupid.
I stand up and smile back. I
wonder if he'll notice my shirt.
January 9, 2010: My heart is racing
and I can feel a cold sweat beginning
to form on the back of my neck.
I breathe deeply, letting the cool
air saturate my lungs, and slowly
release it through my mouth. I notice
that I'm thirsty. I grab the bottle of
water sitting on my night stand and
gulp it down as if I've been stranded
in a desert for days. In a way, I have
been. Though instead of the Sahara,
I'm stranded in the arid and forlorn
confines of my thoughts.
It's one of those nights where I
can't stop thinking about him. His

wish I could tell him everything. But
everything is just too much to bear.

August 24, 1999: I think I'm in
love with Zach. I get goose bumps
whenever his arm accidentally
brushes mine and my heart starts to
beat so loudly, I worry that he can
hear it. We're sitting at his kitchen
table, eating peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches and drinking milk. The
sun streams in through the window
and glides across the top of Zach's
head, making him appear angelic.
He asks me why I'm so quiet. I shrug.
Zach says marriage is for boring
people and that he's going to travel
the world instead. He owns a book
of maps and has marked down all of
the places he wants to see with a red
pen. I hope one day he'll ask me to
go with him.

I USED TO LIKE MY NAME. NO OTHER GIRL I KNOW
HAS IT AND I THOUGHT THAT MADE ME SPECIAL
face appears clearly in my mind;
his name teeters upon the edges of
my lips. I swore I heard his voice.
Though I know it was only the wind,
lurking through the deserted streets
like a homeless man searching for
some food.
I look at the clock: 3:30 a.m. It's
the third time this week that I have
woken up at an ungodly hour. Tim's
going to start to notice. I look over
next to me and see him curled on his
side, enraptured in a deep sleep. I
watch his chest move up and down
with his even breathing. There's
some stubble on his chin and I softly
stroke it with my thumb. Tim's one
of those people who has lived an
uncomplicated life. He chooses to
see only the positive and I have to
admit, it's what I love about him. I

We've decided to ride our bikes
to the lake. The lake is shaped like
a pear and I once heard that it was
formed by a glacier traveling down
the coast. I find this story funny. I
can't help but picture hundreds of
little elves pushing a block of ice,
their faces red with exhaustion.
The road is curvy and is surrounded
on either side by a long stretch of
woods. As we begin our journey, Zach
says there's something he needs to
tell me. I ask what, but he takes off
and I follow. I don't know why, but
I feel excited. The sensation travels
down into my fingertips and I pedal
harder. I pass Zach who's only a blur
of blue jeans and blonde hair. He yells
something but I'm not paying attention.
I want to get to the lake; I want to know
what he has to tell me.

I see a car coming around the
corner. It's going fast; too fast. I turn
my head to warn Zach but it's too
late. He lies in my arms, motionless.
Zach used to say everything happens
for a reason. I don't understand that.

January 24, 2010: The steam from
my coffee hovers above my mug,
forming thin, curly wisps, like the
fingers of a child. I'm sitting with my
legs crossed at the table, peering out
the window into the bright winter
morning. If you didn't know it was
January, you would think to put on
shorts and a tee and be done with it.
I tug on the blanket wrapped around
my shoulders tightly, knowing better
than that.
There's something on the table.
It's small and black. I could open it
if I wanted to, though I know what's
inside. Tim proposed this morning.
I opened my eyes to find this small,
black box propped on the pillow,
like a lily gently floating along the
surface of a still pond. I told him I
would think about it. And that's
what I'm doing, thinking about it.
I always thought that I would
marry Zach. Even at twelve years
old, I believed he was my soul mate.
I've convinced myself that he felt the
same. That what he wanted to tell
me at the lake that day was that he
loved me. But there's the thing with
convincing yourself of something:
you never know if it's the truth.
The coffee's getting cold and I
watch as the steam gets smaller and
smaller. Eventually it will disappear
all together, leaving a lukewarm
imposter in its wake. I've decided to
tell Tim yes and the thought makes
me smile. I get up to go pour myself a
new cup of coffee, letting the blanket
lazily slide of my shoulders and onto
the floor.
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Tales From Abroad: First Weeks in France
By Kristen Whalen '11
Contributing Writer

Abroad
I arrived in Paris three weeks ago
and everything has been a blur since
my plane landed. My weekdays have
been consumed by intensive French
language classes and sightseeing.
Sightseeing takes up most of the
daylight hours on the weekends as
well, and in the evening we go out,
usually in large packs of American
students looking to explore what
the nightlife in Paris has to offer. FYI
everyone, there is no such thing as
"Louies" in Paris. The minimum I
have paid for a drink (not including
a glass of wine) has been seven
Euros, which translates to about 10
American dollars. Yikes, I know.
For my first article I want to
address the most common question
my family and friends have asked
since my arrival: "Do the French
really hate the Americans?" And
my short answer would have to
be, well, sort of, but not because of
the reasons we normally assume.
Although I would not necessarily
use the word hate, a good percentage
of French people do tend to become
frustrated with American tourists.
And I did say tourists for a reason.
It is understandable that constantly
having to wait behind camera-happy
tourists who stop in the middle of a
crowded sidewalk to take a picture of
something the French people see on
a daily basis can become annoying.
As Americans we also tend to
speak in a higher volume than the
rest of the world. This is accepted

in America because it seems we have
to shout over every other person just
to be heard. The French speak in a
rather quiet tone, so if you insist on
shouting in English on the metro you
will be stared at and these onlookers
will not be smiling.
Most American tourists do not
know a single word of French and
often don't attempt to learn. While
there are a large number of English
speaking French people, not every
single Parisian speaks English. If
you try to speak English to someone
who does not know the language
they will merely answer you, "Je
ne comprend pas anglais" and walk
away, and this is understandable if
you look at the situation from their
perspective. We appreciate it when
foreigners who visit America know
some English, so it is not absurd
for the French to expect us to learn
their language as well. So if you
ever sense resentment while visiting
Paris, it is most likely because you
are a tourist. Being a study abroad
student and not merely a tourist has
helped me assimilate more with the
Parisian population because being
an international student is seen as a
plus by most French people.
Americans who know the slightest
bit of French and attempt to use it in
conversation often amaze Parisians.
So, for the most part I think the idea
that the French hate Americans just
because they are American is false.
I would say the same rules apply
when visiting any foreign country: If
you are not rude and you show an
interest in the country's culture, you
should be just fine.
Au revoir!
KRISTEN WHALEN ’11/TH E COWL

Hive Mind
by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff
When they finally hooked us up into the human system
I could be with you forever so our plans, we ditched 'em

By the wayside
For the hive mind

And ever since the day that they plugged me in
I’ve been accessory to all the unoriginal sins
Of our kind
Through the hive mind

I hear the children laughing and the babies crying
And distinctly too the din of everybody dying
All the time
In the hive mind
But now we’ve been invested with a saving science
And we’re standing on the shoulders of ingenious giants
That we find
In the hive mind
And now we see the world as a sum of vibrations
And we can’t help thinking in expanded notation
'Cause we’re hard-lined
To the hive mind
Now our love life vectors point in different directions
But we can fix it with a little course correction

So I don’t mind
The hive mind
No I don’t mind
The hive mind...

One Question: Is This It?
by Daniel James '11
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
"Is this it?" he asks his friend Julie
from across her dorm room, taking
a break from typing a paper on his
white MacBook.
Julie looks up at him with a curious
smile exposing her perfectly aligned,
eggshell-white teeth. She is beautiful
with short black hair and wide, hazel
eyes that light up her Portuguesetanned face. Some people claim that
she is so beautiful that her facial
features are contagious. That means
that when she smiles the people
around her smile, and when she's

Her eyes rise suspiciously. Her
smile melts like burning candle wax,
molding itself into a look of concern.
"Is everything okay?"
He thinks about Julie wrapped up
in his arms when they're stuck in the
dark at night. They're both afraid to
move, and even more afraid to break
the silence. During the day they're
separated, surviving the routine.
Life nips at their heels during the
daily rat race, and now that they're
together in the dark, they have
nothing to show for it but the same
old fears.
He imagines his hand trickling
down from her hip onto her stomach,
feeling it lift and sink with each soft
breath. He feels his heart jump-start
like a roaring engine. He wants to

THEY WERE BOTH AFRAID TO MOVE, AND
EVEN MORE AFRAID TO BREAK THE SILENCE
upset the people around her feel
the insides of their chests turn and
twist into uncomfortable knots. He
always thought that she would make
a good model, but she never had the
pretentious attitude of one.
"Is what it?" she asks, her voice
sounding bubbly.
He sighs uncomfortably, biting
down on his lower lip and shifting
his eyes from one corner of the room
to the next. Julie's gaze burns through
him, pulling at his insides. The words
inside of his mouth become fumbled
together and tangled like a ball of
yarn. His left hand trembles on top
of his thigh. He lifts it up slightly
and notices that his hand will not
stop vibrating.

tell her he loves her, and that they'll
never have to worry about being
alone ever again. His lips separate
but his tongue clasps in fear against
the roof of his mouth. His eyes dance
in a panic, but then she slides her
silky hand over his arm, bringing her
palm to rest on the top of his hand
and coils her fingers around his...
"Yeah, everything's fine. I guess
I was just asking about this paper,"
he admits, his left leg shaking with
anxiety.
Slowly she nods. "Yeah, it's not
too bad, is it?"
He shakes his head in agreement.
Julie goes back to the textbook, and
he tries to focus on the computer
screen. His leg is still shaking.
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Learning the Typewriter
The Ivory Tusk
by Alex BetGeorge ’ll
Portfolio Staff

T

WAS once

H

one of two
on Urukthe Elephant’s snout
And there it stayed for fifty years

E

until the savanna’s peaceable throne
was usurped with
Seyrgis the Lion’s
bite to Uruk’s neck.

1

MIGHT have remained
with the body at the foot
of Atlas’ mount, to rise in full
form at the end of time
before the giant abdicates
his place on its pillared summit,

V

but for an itinerant outcast-turned-highwayman
who saw his chance
with one of the two,
which he snatched
from the socket of Uruk’s snout.

0

R

WAS then tucked in the dromedary groove
of the highwayman’s desert ship and
transported over shifting sands

Y

to Court.
Scourging winds scoured
away his treacherous sins,

foreshortening his penitence.
The turbulent air
—made tangible with swirling sand—
abraded his good’s outer enamel,
that its bone might
bleach white under
the searing sun.

T

is now held

U

parallel to the marble floor,
but elevated up in
the highwayman’s hands

S

as he presents it to
“My godly King!” he says.
Says the demigod,

K

“I absolve you
for you have atoned.”
Rapturous with happiness

he falls to the floor
to prostrate himself in gratitude,
accompanied by two
halves of Uruk’s king piece.

WAS once a bayonet
for lion’s flesh:
an Excalibur predes
tined to win
whatever contest threatened
his land.
WILL BE splintered
further when the Turks’
monarch marches in
upon their victory
and spies its pieces in a pile
of luxurious goblets
of gauzy silks
of scintillant sapphires
crushed by the weight

at the bottom.

by Nicole Amaral '10
Portfolio Editor

Essay
Nerds like me often feel compelled
to do strange things when boredom
strikes over Christmas break; Restoring
my grandmother's typewriter, for
instance. I'd heard many tales about this
seemingly ancient invention from my
parents and grandparents. Apparently,
people had to use typewriters all the
time before computers were invented.
Who knew?
Having been stored in my basement
for the past 10 years since my
grandmother moved out of her house,
the little machine was in rough shape.
It was rusty, covered in basement
grime, and all the keys were stuck. I
wiped it down a bit, doused it in WD40, and hoped for the best. After letting
it sit for a day, I tried the keys, and,
surprisingly, they all worked.
My mother took it upon herself to
educate me in the finer workings of
the typewriter, and quickly became
frustrated at how little I knew.
"Where does the ink go?" I asked
innocently.
My mother slowly explained to me
the concept of typewriter ribbon, an
ink-covered strip that feeds through
the top for the keys to strike.
"How do you get the paper in?" was
my next question
She showed me the simple process
of feeding paper through the back
while turning a crank on the side.
"What do you do if you make a typo?"
There were a few options there.
Mom showed me the dash key, where
you could strike out a typo; she told
me about a special type of paper you
could buy ("erasable bond") which
allowed you to remove any mistakes
with a simple pencil eraser; you could
aslo, God forbid, start over.
With that, I decided to write a
letter. I had to type slowly and with
more force; my weak little electronickeyboard-trained fingers were getting

a workout. Still, I found the resounding
smack noise as keys hit paper to be
oddly satisfying, as well as the soft
ding it made when I reached the edge
of the page.
My first typo soon came, and I stared
at it for a moment, my pinky forlornly
reaching for a nonexistent backspace
key. Lacking the erasable bond option,
I had to decide between typing over it
or starting over. Not wanting to waste
paper, I just typed over it, but that blot
on my letter continued to bother me.
Years of instant mistake rectification are
hard to get over. I also had to fight off the
urge to write that certain little word that
means "laughing out loud." I figured it
would be insulting to the dignity of the
typewriter to use any silly Internet lingo.
I soon developed a healthy respect
for the typewriter. Typing with it was
a real experience because I actually felt
physically invested in what I was writing.
My typing created an actual, immediate
product rather than a facsimile on a
screen. I had to stop and think about
what I was going to write before I wrote
it. I had to remember to shift the page
over when it dinged and crank the page
up to start the next line. Sure, it was more
work, and my first attempts were terribly
messy as I continually made typos and
forgot to shift and crank, but when I
was done I felt like I had really created
something. I felt like a real writer who
had to suffer a little for her art.
I had to admire the craftsmanship of
the typewriter, too. It was solid metal,
with hundreds of intertwined gears that
still managed to work after all this time.
It was purchased in 1944, but after one
thorough greasing it was good to go!
The typewriter, I learned, is more than
just the old crotchety grandparent of the
computer. It's an impresive machine that
deserves some respect. While I don't plan
on lugging it into Club Phil's any time
soon, I'll still type out the occasional letter
or story on it. It's a healthy exercise, my
mom says, to remind me to be thankful
for computers and printers, and to to
really experience writing in a new (or, I
suppose, old) way.

Staff Pick
of the Week:
Suite Francaise
by Irene Nemirovsky

This amazing book details the experiences of several different characters
during the evacuation of Paris and later occupation of the city by the Germans
during World War II. Nemirovsky, a Jew living in Paris, wrote much of the
novel while on the run from the Germans, drawing from her own experiences
and observances. Though she was arrested in 1942 and eventually killed in
Auschwitz, her manuscript was saved and published 60 years later. Incredibly
moving and, at times, even funny, this novel won’t disappoint.
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Photography
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What is one word or phrase you would like
to ban from the English language?

"Civ homework."
Brendan Reynolds '13, P.J. Hutzler '13

"Jiggy"
Aisha Stewart '12, Leah Glass '11

"G.T.L."
Ben Wager '10, Kelly Condon '13, Josh Vidro '10

"Ointment."
Kaitlyn Gillard '12, John Sessions '12,
Sarah McParklon '12

"Suck it."
Alan Pandini '09

"Moist."
Rachel Sheehan '11, Caroline Rende '11,
MegLagreca '11

"Tweet, app, bromance,
chillaxin', stimulus, friend as a

verb, Obama as a prefix."
-TIME magazine
www.time.com
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Eric Burtchell

Alexis Fatigati

Men's Swimming
Freshman — Pawtucket, R.I.
Burtchell qualified for the Big East Championships in the
100- and 200-meter backstroke as well as the 200-meter
individual medley.

Women's Swimming
Junior — New Milford, N.J.
Fatigati won the 200-meter freestyle with a time of 1:58.79.
The time qualified her for the 200-meter freestyle at the Big
East Championships.

Scores

Schedules

Friday, 1/29
Women's Hockey vs. Vermont
Men's Hockey at Boston College
Women's Track at Terrier Classic

L,2-l
L, 5-2
Ind. Results

Saturday, 1/30
Men's Basketball at Cincinnati
Women's Basketball at St. John's
Women's Hockey at Harvard
Men's Hockey vs. Massachusetts
Swim & Dive at Holy Cross
Men's Track at Terrier Classic

L, 92-88
L, 70-46
L, 2-1
L,4-l
Ind. Results
Ind. Results

Tuesday, 2/2
Men's Basketball at Syracuse

L, 85-68

Wednesday, 2/3
Women's Basketball vs. Depaul

Friday, 2/5
Women's Track at Giegengack Invitational
Men's Track at Giegengack Invitational
Men's Hockey vs. Vermont

All Day
All Day
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, 2/6
Men's Basketball vs. Marquette
Women's Basketball vs. West Virginia
Swim & Dive at New England Invitational
Women's Hockey at Northeastern
Men's Hockey vs. Vermont
Men's Track at Giegengack Invitational
Women's Track at Giegengack Invitational

Noon
2:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
All Day
All Day

Tuesday, 2/9
Men's Basketball vs. Georgetown

7:00 p.m.

W, 70-66

Standings
Men's Basketball Big East (Top 12)

Team
Villanova
Syracuse
West Virginia
Georgetown
Pittsburgh
Cincinnati
Louisville
Notre Dame
South Florida
Marquette
Providence
Seton Hall

Big East
W
L
9
0
9
1
6
2
6
3
6
3
5
4
5
4
4
5
4
5
4
5
4
6
3
6

Overall
L
W
1
20
1
22
3
17
4
16
5
16
7
14
8
14
7
15
7
14
8
13
10
12
12
8

Women's Hockey East
Hockey East
W
T
Team
L
4
Northeastern
4
8
4
4
8
Providence
4
8
3
Connecticut
2
3
New Hampshire 9
6
4
Boston University 6
4
8
4
Boston College
3
10
3
Maine
3
11
1
Vermont

W
16
12
17
15
10
5
6
8

Overall
L
5
9
6
4
8
14
15
18

T
5
8
5
5
10
9
5
1
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Friars Top Crusaders in
Season's Final Dual Meet
by Alexis Smith'12
Sports Staff

Swim & Dive
Looking to jump start the second half
of their season, the Men's and Women's
Swimming and Diving Teams put
together a strong performance against
New England neighbor Holy Cross on
Saturday, Jan. 30, in Worcester, Mass.
While the women put up a good fight,
only losing by 43 points, 170-127, the
men had arguably their best meet of
the year, roaring to a 220-76 victory.
For the men, there was one Big
East qualification with Eric Burtchell
'13, who qualified for three class A
events. On the women's side, freestyle
specialist Alexis Fatigati '11 made the
cut in the 200-yard freestyle. Burtchell
qualified in the 100-yard and 200-yard
backstroke and the 200-yard IM.
The men's team posted impressive
victories throughout the meet, including
a win in the 400-yard medley relay
with a time of 3:44.58. The men's squad
placed first in all but the 100-yard
breaststroke where PC lost by a little
over a second. Providence earned the
win in each of the 15 other events.
"Everyone put in a really good effort,"
said Courtney Larcom '11. "Holy Cross
is normally a fun meet because it is really
close and everyone did everything they
possibly could to score points."
Other wins were recorded by Tim
Reilly '10 in the 100-yard backstroke,
Chris Morales '13 in the 1000-yard
freestyle and 200-yard butterfly, Mike
Loftis '10 in the 200-yard freestyle, Erin
Nanna '13 in the 50-yard freestyle and
100-yard freestyle, and Owen Hughes
TO in the 50-yard freestyle.
Providence also took first and
second in the men's 400-yard medley
relay. The first place team included
Burtchell, Steve Zapf '12, Collin

Casciano '12, and Matt Green '12, and
the second place team consisted of
Marc Freda '13, Jordan Rivera '12, Joey
Welch '11, and Dave Wilson TO.
For the divers, Allie Slack '13 won
third with 153.38 in the first round and
Ben Kardian '13 took first for the men
with 147.31. In the second round, Arnie
Fracker '13 and Black took first and
second while for the men, Kardian and
Jimmy Cebulski '11 followed up with a
one-two finish as well.
"We now have 19 going to Big East,
which is the most we have ever had
since the cut-offs started," said Head
Coach John O'Neill.
A couple of years ago the whole
team went to the Big East, but now
with the qualifying time requirements,
the 2010 team has beat a Providence
record with 19 and there is still a
possibility of more qualifications at the
final meet of the season.
The team has put in the effort and it
shows. The men have won five of their
nine team meets and the women have put
in a good effort at every meet. Even with
the illnesses and injuries, the intensity of
their training showed in the end.
"I was very proud of the women's
team," said O'Neill. "We had everybody
back in the water."
There are two training groups going
at the moment. One is training for
the upcoming meet while the other is
preparing for the Big East Championship.
Their next meet will be an individual
meet where all of the swimmers and
divers can put in a great effort. Now
that the team is back in good health
things are looking up for the Friars.
PC will get in the pool for their last
meet of the season before the Big East
Championship on Saturday, Feb. 6,
in Chestnut Hill, Mass, for the New
England Invitational. The meet is set to
start at 11:00 a.m. This will be the last
chance for some swimmers to make
their Big East cuts.

412 Douglas Avenue
401.270.CAFE (2233)
cafefourtwelve. com

SUPERBOWL SPECIAL
50 Wings and Nachos
Only 29.95

Superbowl Sunday only
In House or Delivery

DELIVERY SPECIAL 2/2/10-2/28/10
5 FREE WINGS

FREE SALAD

with purchase of
Large Pizza & 2 sodas

with purchase
of 2 Pastas

FREE DESSERT

FREE DESSERT

with purchase
of 3 Desserts

with any 2 Sm Pizzas,
Pananis, or Salads

FREE SMALL PIZZA

purchase of 2 Large Pizzas

FRIARS: Now at 4-5 in Conf.
continued from back page
throws with 5.5 seconds remaining.
It was a different story altogether
for PC on the road against St. John's on
Saturday, Jan. 30. Mi-Khida Hankins
TO led the charge with 15 points, and
Marandola chipped in with nine points,
but the Red Storm defense effectively
took the Friars' leading scorer out of the
game's equation en route to a 70-46 romp.
"[Marandola] only had eight shots,
and that's a low for her, because she
averages about 14 shots," said Coach
Seymore. "They did a good job of
getting out there and guarding her."
PC shot just 26.2 percent from field
goal range, and 15.0 percent from
behind the three point line. They made
just three of their 20 attempted treys.

The inconsistency from beyond
the arc has been trying but versatility
becomes a crucial virtue when one
aspect of the game is not working.
"When our outside game is down,
our coach tries to run plays for the big
kids, to drive the ball, to get more looks
closer to the basket," said Cournoyer.
The Friars held a 22-21 lead with 7:22
left in the first half against St. John's. But
they could not defend or increase the
lead, and they fell behind after a 15-2 St.
John's run to close out the first half.
"Against St. John's, their bench outscored ours, by a lot," said Coach Seymore.
"We need our bench to step up more. And
a couple of our players who have been in
slumps need to step up more. That's what
we're striving for."

Matthews Takes Second in1000-meter
by Dan O'Brien TO
Sports Staff

Indoor Track
The Men's and Women's Track Teams
returned to action last weekend at Boston
University's Terrier Invitational where the
Friars had strong showings in both the
middle distance and distance events. Led
by Julian Matthews '12 in the 1000-meter
and Shelby Greany '13 in the 3000-meter,
Head Coach Ray Treac/s squads built
off the performances from the University
of Rhode Island's Sorlien Invitational,
adding Big East qualifying times along
the way.
In the women's 3000-meter race, both
Greany and Mary Kate Champagne '12
ran personal bests of 9:33.00 and 9:36.58,
placing 9th and 12th overall, respectively.
In addition to Greany and Champagne's
performances in the 3000-meter, Sam
Roecker '13 also ran well, finishing
in the top 20 and joining Greany and
Champagne as Big East qualifiers. To
avoid injury and fatigue, Coach Treacy
is using a platoon method to ensure that
legs stay fresh; those that ran at the Terrier
Invitational will not be running in New
Haven this weekend as they prepare for
the Valentine Invitational on Feb. 13.
"The goal is to get everyone qualified

for the Big East Championship and then
put it all together," said Treacy. He firmly
believes that this type of approach will
benefit his young team as the season's
focal races are just weeks away.
On the men's side of the action,
Matthews followed up last weekend's
distance medley victory with a second
place finish in the 1000-meter, qualifying
for the Big East Championships in the
process. Joining Matthews as a Big East
qualifier was Stephen Hankinson '11, with
a qualifying time of 4:14.04 in the mile. In
the shorter distances, graduate student
Alan Pandiani placed fourth overall in
the 500-meter race, earning himself a spot
in this month's Big East Championship
meet. Missing from action at the Terrier
Invitational was sophomore standout
Dominic Channon, who fell ill days prior
to the race. Treacy expects Channon to
have a full recovery for this weekend's
races in New Haven, which will be his
chance to earn his spot in the Big East
Championship meet for the second time
in as many years. Joining Channon at the
starting line in New Flaven this weekend
will be graduate student Richard Yeats
and Lee Carey '12, as they also try to run
down their Big East qualifying standards.
The Friars travel to New Haven this
week to compete in Friday's Giegengack
Invitational at Yale University.
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BREES: The Bayou Savior
continued from back page

Which freshman has been the most impressive thus far for PC men's hoops?
This season was labeled by most
With an abundance of young talent,
the future of PC basketball is looking as a rebuilding year as the Friars
bright. There are several freshmen graduated four starters from last
who have shown their ability to deliver year 's NIT team. Seven newcomers
on the court this season, but Vincent entered the program with the
Council '13 has proven to be the hopes of cracking the starting
marquee newcomer to the Friar lineup. lineup, but it was a holdover from
For the first few games of the season, the Tim Welsh era that has made
Council came off the bench, but this the biggest impact as a freshman.
rising star has worked his way into the Bilal Dixon '13 was the lone
starting lineup in recent weeks.
recruit from last year's class. With
Council, who typically plays about a senior laden roster, Coach Keno
26 minutes each contest, is averaging
Davis decided to redshirt the
nine points and four assists per game,
while maintaining an impressive 73 raw center, thus preserving his
percent from the foul line. Despite freshman eligibility. Now in his
these solid yet subdued statistics, first true season as a Friar, Dixon
Council has stimulated Friar fans with is showing the potential to be an
three spectacular performances so far impact center in the Big East.
Rarely do big men have
this season. Council's first break-out
game was witnessed by a hostile crowd immediate impact on the college
in Kingston, R.I., where PC nearly game. It was no different for
defeated rival URI in an epic battle. Dixon, who struggled to adjust
Council's second, and most impressive to the level of NCAA play earlier
performance, once again took place on this season. His low-post game
foreign soil as he was the lone bright was nothing to rave about, but
spot in a lackluster, and quite-honestly more importantly, his inability to
embarrassing, blowout loss against avoid stupid fouls forced him to
Marquette. For the game, Council the bench. His foul trouble kept
scored 24 points to go along with four him out of the flow of the game
assists. Another exceptional outing on and prevented the starters from
Council's freshman resume transpired gelling. Yet when he stays on the
in front of a home crowd full of floor, he and Jamine Peterson
screaming Friar fanatics against South '12 form a formidable inside
Florida, in which he put up 17 points presence.
and five assists.
Dixon's numbers aren't gaudy,
In addition to boasting sound
statistics, Council possesses several but he averages 8.8 points per
intangibles that are rarely found in game and is among the Big East
freshmen, aside from those players leaders in rebounds (6.1 per game)
fortunate enough to make Dick Vitale's and blocks (2.2). It has been a long
prestigious list of "Diaper Dandies." time since a Friar big man has
When you watch Council play, it is contributed in such a way early
fairly easy to notice his basketball IQ. in his career. Furthermore, he has
Unlike many young players, he exhibits given the Friars a big bruiser on
knowledge beyond his years and rarely the inside which the team seemed
makes mindless decisions. A second to lack in recent years. The game
intangible Council has demonstrated on that stood out was his double
the court is his confidence. In order to double performance in the victory
play well on a consistent basis, players over UConn. Dixon outplayed
must have confidence in their abilities. senior Gavin Edwards and fellow
But how is confidence acquired? Is freshman Alex Oriakhi the whole
confidence a result of good play or game, finishing with 11 points
does good play result in confidence? and 12 boards. Friar fans can only
Sports psychologists have debated this hope this is a glimpse into the
question back and forth for years, but future.
nobody has been able to formulate a
The Big East is an unforgiving
definitive answer. Whatever the answer
conference, and a consistent
may be, right now Vincent Council is
playing with a lot of confidence, and it big man is a must if a team
will be interesting to see how it holds is to survive the brutality of
up in future clashes with very tough conference play. With an already
Big East opponents including Syracuse, thin frontline, Keno and Co. will
Georgetown, Villanova, and West Virginia. rely on the progression and play
There are several freshmen worthy of Dixon even more if the Friars
of recognition for their impressive hope to make an NCAA Tourney
play, but in my mind, Vincent Council push next season. He needs to
has earned the right to be referred to work on his consistency, but if
as the most outstanding player in the he can get anywhere near the
freshman class. From his silky, smooth production Herb Hill had in his
jump-shot to his confident demeanor, senior year, watch out. Flashy
Council has been one of the few bright guards put fans in the seats, but
spots on an otherwise disappointing big men win championships.
season for the Friars. Nonetheless,
this year will prove to be an invaluable
learning experience for the young,
— Chris Crawford '10
but very talented team as they begin
their ascent back into prominence,
and I look forward to watching the
Friars compete for a possible NCAA
Tournament berth next year.

— Nick Aiken '12

HTTP://KATHYPRICE.TVPEPAD.COM/.A/6A00E553756CA88

Since coming to the Saints in 2006, Brees has been well-received by the people of New Orleans.

of never winning the big game off of his
shoulders—the only thing not on his
Hall of Fame resume.
Back when the 2006 season was
getting underway, as Manning was
preparing to lift that Super Bowl
burden off of his shoulders, a different
burden was placed on the shoulders of
Drew Brees.
Sept. 26, 2006, Drew Brees and the
New Orleans Saints stood on their
home field before a sold-out Monday
Night Football crowd of 73,000 at the
Superdome in New Orleans. They stood
side by side, where 30,000 people once
called home after Hurricane Katrina
hit New Orleans in late August 2005.
The Superdome, then a home to the
homeless, had holes in parts of the
roof that had been blown off from the
damaging conditions that had hit the
southern city. Some worried that the
damage was too great to be fixed, and
that the Saints may be forced out of New
Orleans. Yet only a year later, Drew
Brees and his teammates stood tall on
that field; the field every New Orleans
player, coach, fan, and resident would

call home forever. During the home
opener, the Saints blocked an Atlanta
Falcons punt and recovered it in the end
zone for a touchdown. The Stadium
crowd prevented the PA announcer
from announcing the scoring play for
37 seconds. The Superdome was so
loud that it felt like the roof would be
blown off the place.
When the crowd came to life, the burden
fell on Drew Brees. He knew he would
have to lead his team to a Super Bowl title
to complete the New Orleans comeback.
Not the New Orleans Saints comeback—
the city of New Orleans comeback.
Now, on the same field where New
Orleans native Peyton Manning was
able to lay his burden to rest, Drew
Brees will be able to do the same. Only
it won't be the weight of any doubters
or of a reputation of becoming the
second Dan Marino, but of carrying the
hopes and dreams of a city for the past

three years. If Brees wins, he, his team,
and the city of New Orleans will have
written a script of which Hollywood
could not have even dreamed of
composing.

HOOPS: Curry Shines in Loss
continued from back page

Sharaud Curry ’10 scored a career-high 27 points in a loss against Cincinnati on Saturday, Jan. 30.

couple of attempts from long
distance in the first half. As the half
came to a close, the Friars and the
Bearcats were knotted up at 44 a piece.
The two squads continued to trade
punches over the first eight minutes of
the second half until Cincinnati reeled
off an 11-0 run to open a 10-point lead
with 9:22 remaining. With the Bearcats
holding to a comfortable 11-point
cushion with 1:20 to play, the game
started to take a strange twist, eerily
similar to the Friars' game against USF
just a week earlier.
Cincinnati went ice cold from
the foul line, while Curry looked
like Dominique Jones reincarnated,
scoring 11 points over the course of
just 62 seconds to bring Providence to
within three, 91-88 with 0:08 left. After
Cincinnati's Jaquon Parker missed the

first of two free-throws it looked like
karma might just deliver the Friars a
miraculous win. However, Parker sunk
the second and with it dashed PC's
comeback hopes, as Cincy solidified a
92-88 win.
For the game, the Friars had four
players reach double-figures in
scoring. Curry led the way with a
career-high 27 points including going
5-10 from downtown. Following
Curry was Peterson with 19 points and
Brooks and Council with 12 and 11
points respectively. After an 0-2 week,
the team now stands at 12-10 overall
and 4-6 in the Big East, good for 11th
place in the conference.
Looking to bounce back, Providence
returns to action on Saturday, Feb. 6,
when they take on Marquette at the
Dunkin' Donuts Center at 12:00 p.m.
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Friars'Skid Extends to Five Games after Rough Weekend
by Chris Mammen '11
Sports Staff

At the 15:50 mark
of the third period
Rob Maloney '12
Men’s Hockey
cut the lead to
5-2, with an assist
This weekend, the Men's Hockey
credited to Jordan
Team continued on its losing skid,
Kremyr 'll, but that
dropping two games to ranked
was the closest the
opponents and falling to 9-15-1 overall
Friars would get.
and 4-13-1 in Hockey East. The Friars
Beaudry and Justin
hosted No. 14 UMass on Saturday, Jan.
Gates '12 combined
30, and were topped by the Minutemen
for 31 saves, while
4-1. The evening before, PC traveled to
the BC goalie tallied
Chestnut Hill, Mass, where they fell 5-2
19.
to the No. 15 Eagles of Boston College.
"We have nine
"I think the guys were a little
games left to track
discouraged after last weekend,"
down Merrimack,
said Friars Head Coach Tim Army.
Vermont and BU,
"Coming out of the break we looked
and we play each
flat, but we also had to play six games
of them twice,"
in 12 nights and I think it took a toll. I
said Coach Army of
think we battled this weekend and we
what lays ahead for
have competed in the past weekends,
the Friars. "That's a
we are playing well and challenging
lot of points we can
and we have to play to our ability."
make up; we have
John Cavanaugh TO also tried to
to win our games
find the silver lining of the Friars'
and play to our
losing skid.
ability. The chance
"For us it's more important to do the
is there, we just
little things right," he said. "Our losses
have to take care of
have hurt—especially the overtime
business."
ones—but we are getting back into
"We have to
our groove and we just have to bear
take
something
down and use what we have been
from every game
learning all year."
and work toward
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
On Saturday, the Friars held the
our goal," said
Minutemen scoreless for the entire Defenseman Mark Fayne '10 was named a semifinalist on Tuesday for the Walter Brown Award, an honor given annually to defenseman Mark
first period, but the UMass offense the best American-born collegiate hockey player in New England.
Fayne TO. "Each
awoke in the second period. The
game we're getting
Minutemen capitalized on two power was also credited with an assist, his into Massachusetts looking to topple better and we have to keep our heads
play opportunities and opened a 2-0 10th of the season. UMass quickly the Eagles, but it was not meant to be. up and focus to make up some points."
lead by the end of the second period.
responded with two consecutive BC overwhelmed PC from the opening
The Friars begin the home stretch of
Just 16 seconds into the third goals to seal the 4-1 victory. PC goalie faceoff, scoring all five of their goals in the 2009-10 campaign on Friday, Feb. 5,
period, Ian O'Connor '11 closed the Alex Beaudry '12 recorded 39 saves the first period. David Cavanaugh TO when they host the first of a two game
UMass lead to one, slipping a rebound while Minutemen net-minder Dan responded to the first goal, tying the set against the University of Vermont
off a Tim Schaller '13 shot into the Meyers tallied 29 stops.
score at 1-1, but by the first intermission Catamounts, with a chance to climb
back of the net. Kyle MacKinnon '11
back up the Hockey East rankings.
On Friday, Jan. 29, the Friars skated the Eagles held a controlling 5-1 lead.

Offense Stalls as Providence Falls to Harvard, UVM
by Al Daniel '11
Sports Staff

Women’s Hockey
The Women's Hockey Team sprinkled
a tiny bit of sentimental sugar on an
otherwise disappointing weekend in
the third period of a visit to then-No. 7
Harvard last Saturday. They reignited
their offensive intensity, trimmed the rate
of shots directed at their own goaltender,
Genevieve Lacasse '12, and deleted a
long-standing 1-0 deficit courtesy of
Arianna Rigano's TO goal with 10:42
to spare.
But not unlike the previous night,
when the Friars relinquished a 2-1
decision to the plebeian Vermont
Catamounts, Saturday's equalizer was
apt to expire. Within five minutes of
tying the game, Rigano was flagged
for cross-checking, granting the goalstarved Crimson a timely power play.
Lo and behold, in another 34 ticks,
Harvard's Randi Griffin inserted the
decider and Providence would finish
the weekend 0-2, bringing their twomonth-old, 10-game unbeaten run (80-2) to a violent halt.
"I think we might have gotten a little
too comfortable, and this just proves that
we're going to have to work that much
harder," said Lacasse, whose 34-save
performance on Saturday moved her to
the top of the nation's list of cumulative
stops (747), surpassing Amy Thomas
for No. 3 on the Friars' all-time career
minutes leaderboard (3437:28).
On a literal front, the weekend
could be termed a total loss. Although,
the strong finish to Saturday's tilt after
five less passable periods hinted that

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Goaltender Genevieve Lacasse '12 turned in two solid performances over the weekend for PC, but
her play was not enough to make up for a spotty offensive showing.

the Friars can bite down when slip-ups
grow less affordable.
"Saturday's game was a lot better
than Friday's game," Head Coach Bob
Deraney insisted. "We carried most of
the play for the second half of that game."
To that point, Harvard commanded
Saturday's shooting gallery through
the first 40 minutes, 27-11, but only
sculpted a 9-8 edge under that heading
within the third period.
And containing the Crimson was
a tad more off-putting than it could
have been. The Friars were, after all,
missing defender Jen Friedman '12,

who had sustained an unspecified
injury in the Vermont game. Deraney
replaced Friedman with the relatively
unproven Emily Groth '13, who was
making her 7th appearance all season
and is more accustomed to being a
utility forward.
"Obviously, Jen being out was a
huge loss to the team," said Friedman's
fellow blueliner Amber Yung '11. "She
is an integral part of the defensive
corps and the powerplay unit.
"But I was very proud of how the
other defenders stepped up in her
absence, logging the additional ice

time and containing one of the fastest
teams we have played against."
Still, where PC stands, a 60-minute
mathematical victory would rout the
value of a 20-minute moral victory.
With five regular season games
remaining, first place in the conference
at stake, and a resume to complete
for the NCAA selection committee,
Saturday's upshot offered the Friars
a fair and firm reminder not to leave
their A-game unattended at any time.
Especially not in the next three
games, which will consist of a visit to
Northeastern (first in the Hockey East
standings) this Saturday and a homeand-home series versus Connecticut (No.
8 in the national polls) next weekend.
"These games will make it either
an easier road or a harder road for
us," said Deraney. "I think we learned
a lot from Friday and Saturday and I
think we're better for it. We just have
to perfect the way we play because our
fate's in our own hands."
Lacasse, who has routinely received
solid offensive support, has every
cause to believe that last weekend's
dollar-a-day offense was a fluke and
will remain so.
After all, during the seven-game
winning streak that preceded this
latest speed bump, she saw the red
light on the other end of the sheet glow
25 times for a nightly average of 3.57
goals. Conversely, she has allowed two
opposing strikes or fewer in seven of
her last nine starts.
"We just came out slow in the first
period on both Friday and Saturday,
and then progressively got better as
the game went on," Lacasse said. "We
need to come out like we did in the
third period against Harvard in every
game from here on out."
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YES!!
Tipperary, Castlebar and Limerick
are available for 2010 - 2011
at 2009 rates
Hurry! Call Stan now at 401-316-8457

Tipperary

Castlebar

141-143 Pembroke Avenue

127 Pinehurst Avenue

Visit ERINStudentLiving.com
Stan Kizlinski, Owner/Manager 24/7, “My personal reputation at PC is your assurance of satisfaction.”
Registered, Providence College Off-Campus Housing Office
401-316-8457 • skizlinski@cox.net
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Orange Crush: Syracuse Too Much for PC
Friars Drop Two Straight Conference Games on the Road
by Dan Ollquist '10
Sports Editor

Men’s Basketball
It almost seems like the Big East
scheduling committee decided to
play a cruel joke on the Providence
College Men's Basketball Team. After
undoubtedly their biggest win of the
year over then-No. 19 Connecticut,
the Friars were sent packing to take
on a talented Cincinnati team as well
as the No. 4 Syracuse Orange over the
span of just four days. Two losses later
and facing the prospects of having to
run the gauntlet of playing four top10 teams over their next five games,
things are suddenly not looking so
bright in Friartown.
On Tuesday, Feb. 2, the Friars
traveled to the always rowdy Carrier
Dome to take on what is arguably the
most well-rounded team in the country,
the Syracuse University Orange. The
Orange entered the game having won
its previous eight games and 21 of its
first 22 games overall. A win against
Providence would give 'Cuse their
best start ever, and they made sure to
seize the opportunity in front of their
hometown fans.
Throughout the first half of play the
Friars hung tough, but were clearly
out-matched in certain areas of the
game; namely, low-post play. Hall-ofFame Head Coach Jim Boeheim did an
excellent job of drawing up a gameplan
that focused on getting the ball to big
man Arinze Onuaku early and often.
Despite the best efforts of Bilal Dixon
'13, Onuaku overpowered the red-shirt

KEVIN RIVO/AP WWW.MERCEDSUNSTAR.COM/236/StORY/1296423.HTMI

Arinze Onuaku and the Syracuse Orange overpowered Ray Hall ’10 and the Friars, 85-68, on Tuesday,
Feb. 2. Onuaku finished the game with 20 points, seven rebounds, and four blocks.

freshman on the low blocks, scoring 10
of the Orange's first 18 points to help
Syracuse race out to an early 18-8 lead.
With the game looking like it could
be headed for an early rout, the Friars
battled back thanks in large part to the
play of Vincent Council '13.
Council, who has played like an
experienced senior for most of the
season, did an excellent job breaking
down the trademark Syracuse 2-3 zone
and finding open teammates. With
Providence trailing 19-12, Council

either assisted or scored on seven
out of the Friars' next eight scoring
possessions and then capped the half
off by making four straight free-throws
to bring the Friars within three at 37-34
as the half-time horn sounded.
The momentum and swagger that
PC showed at the end of the first half
certainly did not carry over into the
second half. After a careless turnover
by Brian McKenzie '10 coupled with
two quick Orange baskets, Providence
found themselves on the wrong end

of a 9-0 Syracuse run which pushed
the Orange lead to 46-34. The early
Syracuse run was pretty much all she
wrote for the Friars. The Syracuse lead
would balloon to as many as 19 points
before the Orange secured an 85-68 win.
Despite the obvious disappointment
of the second half, not all was lost for
PC. As mentioned earlier, Council
once again put forth an impressive
performance, finishing the game with
16 points to go along with nine assists
and five rebounds. Jamine "Greedy"
Peterson '12 and Marshon Brooks
'11 joined Council in double-figures
scoring, finishing with 25 and 14 points
respectively. Once again, "Greedy"
made a case for belonging on the All
Big East team, hauling in 11 rebounds
and adding another improbable
dunk to his growing collection of
highlight slams.
Prior to heading up north to
Syracuse, PC paid a visit to the midwest
on Saturday, Jan. 30, to take on the
Cincinnati Bearcats. Right from the
start it was clear that neither team was
intent on playing too much defense.
Providence knocked down its first
six shots from beyond the three-point
arc to propel them to an early 22-16
lead just 5:27 into the game. Any coach
would be ecstatic with 22 points in such
a short time frame. The only problem
was that the Bearcats were still nipping
at the Friars' heels.
Both offenses continued to pour in
shots at an alarming rate for the rest
of the first half. Sharaud Curry '10
was pure on a number of bombs from
well beyond the three-point stripe and
Duke Mondy '13 also connected on a
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A Game Friars Down DePaul for Solid League Win
of Burdens
by John Butler '11
Asst. Sports Editor

Women’s Basketball

by Chris Torello '11
Sports Staff
Commentary

This past Sunday, two quarterbacks
who have combined for nearly 10,000
passing yards traveled a combined
1,700 miles to the site for this year's
Pro Bowl: Miami. From the Miami
International Airport, Drew Brees
and Peyton Manning were driven
a combined 22 miles to Dolphins
Stadium to watch their fellow
competitors play a glorified game of
touch-football. The two gunslingers,
who would have each started for their
respective conference teams, stood
on the sidelines in their khaki pants
and Pro Bowl windbreakers, each
looking as content as the other. Brees
and Manning knew they would be
stepping on the same field only one
week later for a much more important
game: Super Bowl XLIV.
For Manning, who had just won
his record fourth league MVP award,
heading to Miami marks his return to
the site of his first Super Bowl back in
2006, a win over the Chicago Bears,
29-17. Manning was named the MVP
of the game and lifted the Lombardi
Trophy high above his head for all his
critics to see. He also lifted that burden
BREES/ Page 33

Having emerged from a dismal
January which saw the Women's
Basketball Team go 3-6 and drop three
consecutive losses to close out the
month, the Friars were desperately
seeking to turn over a new leaf with
the calendar page as they took on
DePaul last night at home.
Providence
earned
its
first
conference win in more than two
weeks with a slim but decisive 70-66
victory over the Blue Devils which
came down to the wire.
With the win, Providence improves its
record to4-5, which is good for the l0thspot
in the Big East. More important, the win
further solidifies PC's chances of earning
a spot in the middle of the conference
pack. The Friars currently share 10th place
with Syracuse, and both the Friars and
the Orangemen sit just one game in the
loss column behind four teams with 44
records. The translation: As long as things
keep moving in the right direction for the
Friars, anything can happen.
"We're just trying to take it one
game at a time," said Head Coach Phil
Seymore before playing DePaul. "If
we stay in the middle of the pack, then
we can get into tournament play. And
that's what we're striving for."
The Friars showed from the outset
that they were firing on all cylinders
against DePaul. Providence put up 36
points in the first half—the most points
they have scored in the first since beating
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Mi-Khida Hankins ’10 had six points and six rebounds in the Friars’ 70-66 victory over DePaul on
Wednesday, Feb. 3.

Syracuse on Jan. 19—which sent them
into the locker room with a comfortable
six-point lead, that was largely the result
of smart shooting.
"I think we're more comfortable at
home," said Emily Cournoyer'10. "And
our shooting percentage is definitely
better at home."
Field goals and three pointers, which
have been troublesome for the Friars in
recent games, were falling like raindrops
for the girls in black and white. And
while the outside game was in good
form, it was a series of lay-ups—by
Coumoyer, Symone Roberts '13, and
Chelsea Marandola TO—at the end of the
first half that built up the lead.

In the second half, the Friars came
out a bit flat, but their man-to-man
defense kept the Blue Devils' offense
in check. Providence's lead increased
to as many as eight points by the nine
minute mark, thanks in large part to
stellar play by Marandola and some
gritty work around the baseline by
Brittany Dorsey TO. Dorsey had a
knack for consistently positioning
herself in the right places at the right
times in the second period.
Marandola made a lay-in with 45
seconds left, and PC took a 68-62 lead. After
the referees resolved some time dock issues,
Dorsey sealed the win by making two free
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